A 


" DISCOURSE 


3 ADDRESSED TO THE 


| INHABITANTS of NEWARK 


U AGAINST THE 


M1$SAPPLICATION of PUBLIC CnaRiTIEs, 
AND | 
Enforced from the following Tz xr : 


ECCLUS IV. 1. 
My Son, DzeFrauD NoT THR Pook or His LIVING. 


* 
2 — 


*— . 


By the Reverend BERNARD WILSON, D. D. 
Vicar of NRwWARk, and Prebendary of 5. 


/ "I; 2 / 
. 1 — — „ | 


To which is added 


A more Full and True Account of the very Conſiderable and Numerous 
P BEN ETAcTIONs left to the Town of Newark, 
| | than has been hitherto publiſhed. 


— 


/ L 0 N D 0 N 
Printed by E. Say, in Ave-Mary-Lane: 


/ | And Sold by W. SRO SHARE, and J. RoBsoN, in New Bond. Street; 
and R. BALDWIx, in Pater-noſter-Row. 


— 


M DCC LXVII. 


WIN SANS ANSERNSPANEER 
SERENE ENS NE» 
nn Freren 


N Deere 6 +-> 0 
LILIT IL EIS I. ELIT ITT: 
Wen We oN ea N tn Fen NFaaRN Fer Fe 


9 


THE 


P RE T A ©& EK 


HAVE been ſtrongly and frequently ſol- 
11 licited by the Inhabitants of MV nk to 
8 preach a Sermon againſt the Miſapplica- 

| tion of the Public Charities, which have 
been left to this Town; but being incapacitated 
by an ill State of Health from complying with 
their Requeſts, I perſuaded myſelf, that I ſhould 
anſwer their Charitable Deſigns more effectually 
by a plain Diſcourſe from the Preſs, than 
by the moſt elaborate one from the Pulpit, 
which might make a ſhort Impreſſion upon the 
Auditors, and help to furniſh out a little Con- 
verſation for a Day or two, and then (conformably 
to the Fate, which I fear too often attends upon 
A 2 the 


E 
che moſt important Truths delivered in that Place) 
might become in a ſhort Time either obliterated by 
Diſſipation, or overwhelmed by Self- intereſt. But a 
Diſcourſe in Print will always be ready for their 
Peruſal and Attention, whenever they are the 
moſt diſpoſed, or have the moſt Occaſion to turn 
to it; and particularly at thoſe appointed Times, 
when the Truſtees of the ſeveral Charity-Eſtates are 
directed by the Decrees and by the Benefactors to 
apply the Rents to ſuch and ſuch Purpoſes; and in 
caſe of any Miſapplications, they may with all decent 
Ex poſtulations be publicly reminded of their Duties, 
which many of them are bound by their Oaths to 
diſcharge with all Fidelity. 

I muſt own, that the ſaid Inhabitants in their 
Applications to me on ſo important an Occaſion, 
might well expe& to find me zealouſly inclined to 
come into their Propoſal, as I had been, through 
the Providence of God, a moſt happy Inſtrument 
above Thirty Years ago in making a full and clear 
Diſcovery of Three very conſiderable Charity-Eſtates, 
which had been left by Meſſrs. Magnus and Brown 


In 
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in the Reign of King Henry the VIIIth, and by Mr. 
Philpot in That of Philip and Mary, towards the 
Repairs of the Church of Vewark, (which has all 
the Spaciouſneſs and Grandeur of a Cathedral) 
towards mending the High-Ways in the Streets, 
towards the Maintenance of an Alms-Houſe, and 
other good Works for the Common Good and Weal 
of the ſaid Town; but all the Rents of the ſaid Three 
Eſtates, (which now amount to above Seven Hun- 
dred Pounds a Year) by ſome means or other, whether 
accidentally or artfully, I cannot ſay, had got into 
the Hands of the then Mayor and Aldermen of 
Newark, who applied them as their own lawful 
Properties, in Support of their own Dignity, in 
ſumptuous Entertainments, and other Purpoſes, ac- 
cording to their own Will and Pleaſure. But I had 
no ſooner diſcovered the Rights of the Pariſh to the 
ſaid Three Eſtates, than I laid before the ſaid Mayor 
and Aldermen the Copies of the Indenture of Mr. 


Magnus, and the Two Wills of Meſſrs. Brown and 


Philpot, which had lain hid in a Cheſt in their own 
Cuſtody, ſcarce. legible, amidft a vaſt Heap of uſeleſs 
| | Papers; 


* 

Papers; and being unwilling to come to an open 
Rupture with them, I intreated them for a whole 
Year together to deliver up the Rents of the faid 
Eſtates to the Truſtees directed by the ſaid Bene- 
factors, for the Common Good of the Town ; but 
they could not be prevailed upon to part with 
their beloved Power and Treaſure: Whereupon I 
thought it incumbent upon me to join with a 
Number of very worthy Inhabitants in bringing 
the Cauſe into Chancery, which was heard before 
the Right Honourable Lord Talbot, at that Time 
Lord High Chancellor, a Perſonage diſtinguiſhed 
by his noble Spirit, unbiaſſed Integrity, and quick 
Apprehenſion; who examined me very cloſely upon 
ſeveral Points in open Court, and having put other 
Queſtions of Importance to the Counſel on both 
Sides, in leſs than Six Hours decreed the Validity 
of Mr. Magnus's Indenture, and the Wills of 
Meſſrs. Brown and Philpot, in Favour of the Pariſh 
of Newark againſt the ſaid Corporation, with full 
Coſts of Suit. This Decree was afterwards con- 
firmed, and ſeveral very uſeful Regulations added 


to 
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to it by his Succeſſor the Earl of Hardwicle, who 
was remarkable for his Calmneſs of Temper, his exact 
Judgment, and the ſingular Pains, which he took to 
determine all Cauſes, which were brought before him, 
with the ſtricteſt Equity and Impartiality. 

The very ſincere Regard, which I ſhall always pre- 
ſerve for the Welfare of the Inhabitants of Newark, 
has induced me to lay open in the fulleſt Manner 


the Re-eſtabliſhment of their juſt Rights to the 


ſaid Three Eſtates: And in this Work I engaged 
the more readily, that, if ever it ſhall appear, 
that the ſaid Wills and Decrees are violated, 
the Pariſhioners may find a certain Remedy by an 
Application to the Court of Chancery, which will 
take the propereſt Meaſures to correct ſuch Inſults 
and Abuſes, eſpecially as they are the more au- 
dacious and the more criminal, when committed in 
Contempt of the above-mentioned Decrees, grounded 
upon the cleareſt Intentions of the Benefactors. 


BERNARD WILSON. 
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DISCOURS E, 


ADDRESSED TO THE 


INHABITANTS of NEWARK 


AGAINST THE 
Mis APPLICATION of PUBLIC CHARITIES, 
AND 
Enforced from the following Tx xt : 


ECCLUS Iv. . 
My Sor, Defraud not the Poor of his Living, 
T is obſervable from ſeveral Verſes in the Beginning 
l of this Chapter, with what Zeal this excellent 
® Author eſpouſes the Cauſe of the Poor; how 
Ku afeQionately he pleads for them, who cannot 
always plead effectually for themſelves; what a 
Variety of Arguments he employs in their Behalf, and in how 
pathetic a Manner he dwells upon them. 
My Son, defraud not the Poor of his Living, and make not the 
needy Eyes to wait long. 


Aad not more Trouble to an Heart that is vexed, and defer not to 
give to him that is in Need. 

Turn not away thine Eyes from the Needy, and give him none 
Occaſion to curſe thee. 
Por, if he curſe thee in Bitterneſs of his Soul, bis Prayer ſhall 
be beard of Him that made him. 
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Theſe are the repeated Sollicitations and preſſing Ae 
uſed by this pious and humane Author to raiſe a due and ſeaſonable 
Compaſſion for the Poor, and naturally addreſſed to his Son with 
all the Affection and Tenderneſs, with all the Warmth and 
Authority of a Parent, as if the Happineſs both of one and the 
other was equally interwoven in this important Concern. 

I propoſe to treat upon ſo uſeful and neceſlary a Subject, for 


the Benefit both of the Rich and of the Poor, as largely as the 
Importance of it ſeems to require. 


Firſt, I ſhall point out to you the ſeveral Ways and Methods, 
by which Men may be ſaid to defraud the Poor. 

Secondly, I ſhall lay before you the Diſcouragements given 
to future Charities by the Miſmanagement of unfaithful 
Truſtees. 

Thirdly, The unhappy Animoſities and Diſturbances, which 
they naturally raiſe in a Pariſh, fometimes to the Deſtruction of 
Charity itſelf. 

Fourthly, I ſhall obſerve, how much they prejudice their own 
worldly Intereſt, and expoſe themſelves to unforeſeen Diſquietudes 
and Calamities. - 
Fifthly, J ſhall point out to them the Reparation and Satis- 
faction, which they are ſtrictly bound to make for all the 
Frauds and Injuries committed by them. 

S:xthly, I ſhall preſent to your View the natural and provi- 
dential Advantages and Comforts even in this Life, which Men 
of Integrity may reaſonably expect both from God and Man. 

Seventhly, I ſhall offer to your Conſideration the Rewards and 
Puniſhments reſerved for the Charitable and Uncharitable, the 
Righteous and the Wicked, both immediately after Death, and 
at the Day of Judgment. 

Laſtly, 1 ſhall conclude with my friendly Advice to the Mayor, 
- the Churchwardens, and the Inhabitants of Newark, 


6, IJ, Men 
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17, Men may be ſaid to defraud the Poor, when they refuſe or 
keep back from them their juſt and neceſſary Wages. 

2dly, When they diſtribute any public Charities committed 
to their Truſt in a partial and unequal Manner, or do not diſpoſe 


of them at the appointed Times. 


34ly, When they lay out the Money left to charitable Uſes, 
with a View only or principally to their own private Advantages, 
without any true Regard to the common Good, or the neceſſary 


Occaſions, which they were bound in Honour and Conſcience to 


confult and promote. 

1 /,, Men may be ſaid, in the moſt ſtrict and proper Senſe, 76 
defraud the Poor of their Living, when they detain from them 
their juſt and neceſſary Wages, whereby they become anſwerable 


for all the Diſtreſſes and Hardſhips brought upon them, too vari- 


ous to be enlarged upon, and too melancholy to be related. It 
becomes us, therefore, with a ſerious Attention to reflect upon 
that Divine Command in Deut. xxiv. 14, 15. Thou ſhalt not op- 
preſs an hired Servant that is poor and needy, whether he be of thy 
Brethren, or of the Strangers that are in the Land within thy 


Gates. At His Day thou ſhalt give him His Hire, neither ſhall the 


Sun go down upon it; for be is poor, and ſetteth his Heart upon it; 
left he cry unto the Lord, and it be Sin unto thee; that is, a Sin of 
a moſt heinous and provoking Nature in the Sight of God. You 
will from hence obſerve, that Men are hereby enjoined not only 


to diſcharge the Wages due to an hired Servant, of what Coun- 


try, Party, or Religion ſoever, but to pay him at His Day, ac- 
cording to Agreement, if demanded by him, and not at your own 
Time, or whenever it ſuits with your own Convenience or your 


own Humour; leſt the Sufferings of the Poor, through your ma- 
nifeſt Injuſtice, ſhould provoke God himſelf, their Guardian and 


Protector, to riſe up and avenge the Injuries done to them, by 


B 2 milicting 


141 
| inflicting ſome ſignal and piercing Calamity upon yourſelves, 
How ſeverely does St. James reproach the Men, who refuſe the 
Payment of the Wages due to the Poor! Behold, the Hire of the 
Labourers, which have reaped down your Fields, which is of you 
kept back by Fraud, crieth; and the Gries of them which have 
reaped, are entered into the Ears of the Lord of Sabaoth, James 
v. 4. The Apoſtle very fairly and juſtly reminds you, what a 
molt neceſſary Set of Men the Labourers are, and how deſerving 
of your compaſſionate Regard for their important Services to 
you. It is true, that the Poor cannot ſupport themſelves with- 
out Employment from you ; neither, on the other hand, can 
you ſupport yourſelves without their Aſſiſtance: For what can 
you do without them? Is it not therefore highly ungrateful and 
unjuſt in you to deprive the needy Labourers of that very Bread, 
which you owe in ſome meaſure to them, who have reaped down 
your Fields, or prepared your Corn for your Subſiſtence, or 
performed ſome other Work for your Profit, your Pleaſure, or 
your Grandeur? And if, after all, you can act fo cruel a Part as 
to neglect the Payment of their juſt Demands, it is no Wonder 
if their Complaints ſhould enter into the Ears of the Lord of 
Sabaoth, that is, the Lord of heavenly Hoſts or Armies, whom at 
his own moſt proper Time He appoints to be the Executioners of 
his Vengeance upon the Unmerciful and the Unjuſt. But it is 
needleſs, I hope, to purſue this Argument any further. Human 
Nature itſelf, if there be Occaſion, will, I doubt not, ſpeak 
more powerfully upon it. 

It muſt be owned, that Diſputes have ſometimes ariſen, and 
may {till ariſe, about erin Wages or Demands, which may be 
claimed by the Poor, without the Foundation perhaps of the 
ſtricteſt Juſtice, 

In 
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In Caſes of this Nature, every honeſt and good Man will uſe 
more than ordinary Caution to be always on the ſure Side of the 
Queſtion; I mean, that in all doubtful Points he ſhould deter- 
mine to do a commendable Wrong to himſelf, by giving way to 
the Demands of the Needy in ſome Degree, rather than run the 
Hazard of doing an inexcuſable Injury to Them, by exerciſing too 
great a Partiality towards Himſelf ; and let him be perſuaded, that 
whatſoever he gives up with a kind Intention to the Poor, though 
unjuſtly from Himſelf, will be placed by an all-merciful God to 
the Accou t of his Charity, and procure for him Advantages of 
a higher and more laſting Value, than he could have ſaved to 
himſelf by exacting too rigorous an Abatement of the Demands 
made by the Needy. 

But before I proceed any further, I ſhall take this Opportu- 
nity to remind you, that the Scripture enjoins us not only to give 
to the Poor what their Labours demand of us, but even what 
their Neceſſities require from us. I do not mean to rank in the 
Number of Defrauders every Man, who is not charitably diſ- 
poſed ; but yet I hope Imay be allowed to ſay, that Charity to the 
Diſtreſſed 1s a kind of Debt, which the Almighty Governor of the 
World has directed us amongſt other Duties to diſcharge : He has 
conſtituted the Great and the Rich to be ſo many honourable Ste- 
wards of his Houſhold, requiring them to diſtribute to the Needy 
whatſoever ſeaſonable and neceſſary Relief may be thought proper 
to be given out of that Magazine of Treaſure, with which He 
had purpoſely ſupplied them: For Men do not owe their Wealth, 
as they may vainly imagine, either to their high Birth, which the 
Providence of God, if He had pleaſed, might have ordered in 
another Manner; or to their own Induſtry, which He might 
have defeated ; or to their own Politicks, which He might have 
confounded ; or to the Favour of others, which He might have 

; diverted ;; 
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Aiverted; but to the over-ruling Power, and the overflowing 
Bounty of a moſt gracious God, who has directed the Wealth 
received from Him to be employed and ſpread abroad for the 
Subſiſtence and Comfort of Mankind ; not to be conſumed in 
the Support of Our own Pride and Luxury, nor to be hoarded up 
to feed an avaricious Temper ; but to clothe the Naked and feed 
the Hungry, and on Occaſion to promote the Advancement of 
true Religion, and to encourage real Merit and unfeigned Good- 
neſs in Mankind. It is an excellent Queſtion put to us by the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor. ii. 4. Who made thee to differ from another? 
or what haſt thou which thou didſt not receive? The Anſwer and 
Truth is plainly this; We no more made Ourſelves to differ 
from others, than we made Ourſelves at all; we received our 
very Beings, as well as the juſt Fortunes, which we poſſeſs, from 
the Almighty Giver of all Gifts, to anſwer certain wiſe Purpoſes 
of his Own, for his own Honour, and for the Good of Mankind. 
Men have no more Right from the Laws of God to lay up or 
confine their Riches for the Gratification of their own Paſſions 
or Humours, than they have from the Laws either of God or 
Man to ſtop the Courſe of a River, which Providence deſigned 
and appointed for the Common Benefit. I do not mean, that we 
are required to lay out our whole Fortune in Acts of Charity, or 
to reduce ourſelves to a State of Dependance on Others. Riches 
obtained by fair Means were undoubtedly intended by God as fo 
many Bleſſings to ourſelves, and, in a proper and reaſonable De- 
gree, to be comfortably enjoyed by us; but yet a certain Propor- 
tion of our Fortune, according to the Nature of our Circum- 
ſtances, and more particularly in public Times of. Diſtreſs, 
ought to be diſtributed amongſt the Poor and Helpleſs. Render 
to all their Dues, ſays the Apoſtle, Rom. xiii. 8. Tribute to whom 
Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, 

Honour 


FS 


Honour to whom Honour : And we may add, Charity to whom 
Charity is due; Due in Gratitude and in Obedience to God, and 
to the loud Intreaties and Neceſſities of our poor Brethren. 

2dly, Men may be truly ſaid to defraud the Poor, when they 
diſtribute the Public Charities in a very partial and unequal 
Manner, or do not diſpoſe of them at the Times appointed by 
the Benefactors, or privately conceal them, keeping them in 
reſerve for private Occaſions or Neceſſities of their own. 

It is certain, that Truſtees are ſometimes inveſted with an 
arbitrary Power to diſpoſe of certain charitable Donations 
according to their own Diſcretion, without any Limitation or 
Reſtriction ; but yet they ought ſo far to reſtrain themſelves by 
the Voice of Nature and the Dictates of common Juſtice, as to 
beſtow the Benefactions committed to them in a larger Meaſure 
to ſome than to others, according to their ſeveral Wants. And 
it was undoubtedly the real Intention of every BenefaQor, that 
his Charity ſhould be principally given, where it would be 
the trueſt Charity to beſtow it: And therefore Truſtees rob the 
Donors of their Honour, as well as the Poor of their Liberalities, 
when they diſtribute them in a very unfair and unequal Manner, 
not to ſatisfy the moſt hungry, but to gratify their own Pleaſure ; 
not to provide for other Men's Neceſſities, but to promote ſome 
private Views of their own. Charity, as well as Juſtice, ſhould 
be impartially adminiſtered. What Excuſes can be made by 
any Truſtees, who ſhall beſtow public Donations to Perſons, 
who have no real or urgent Occaſion for them, as if they were 
intended rather as Gifts from themſelves, than the Charities cf 
others; and at the ſame Time unjuſtly and unmercifully keep 
back the Donations from the moſt needy Objects, which were 
exprelly ordered to be diſtributed amongſt them at ſuch parti- 
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cular Times, or on ſuch ſtated Days? What Manof Reaſon or 
Conſcience can offer to palliate or vindicate ſo unjuſt a Con- 
duct? Every poor Man has as much Right to the Charity left 
to him at certain ſtated Times or Days, as the hired Servant, 
whom we lately mentioned, has to his Wages at His Day, and 
for the ſame Reaſon, becauſe be is poor, and ſetteth his Heart 
upon it, and cannot live in Comfort without it; otherwiſe he 
will cry unto the Lord, and it will be a Sin, which will be 
heavily charged upon the Guilty. Poverty, like the Tide, can 
ſtay for no Man; it muſt be ſeaſonably relieved, or the Relief 
may come too late to be applied. The Diſpoſal of a ſmall Sum, 
when made at the critical Moment towards the Support of 
ſtarving Families, may put a ſtop to many grievous Pains, 
which, without an immediate Aſſiſtance, as it happens in bodily 
Diſorders, may increaſe too faſt and too far to be remedied. It 
were to be wiſhed, that all Truſtees, how politic ſoever they 
may ſeem to be, would take the Advice of One Wiſer than 
themſelves: Mithbold not Good from them to whom it 7s due, 
when it is in the Power of thine Hand to do it, Prov. ni. 27. 
He, who perfectly knew the Uncertainty of human Life, and 
how unexpectedly our beſt Deſigns are oftentimes fruſtrated by 
one Accident or other, exhorts us immediately to diſtribute 
the public Benefactions to the Needy, to whom they are due, 
whilſt the Money lies ready in our Hands for thoſe neceſſary 
Purpoſes, without forming any needleſs Excuſes, or contriving 
any diſtant Schemes of our own, which may retard at leaſt, if 
not wholly ſet aſide, their pretended Deſigns for the common 
Good. In ſhort, a Delay of Charity, when it is ordered to be 
given at a ſtated Time, is a Denial of Juſtice ; it is a Dero- 
gation of our Honour, and an Aggrayation of our Guilt, 
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Zaly, Men may be ſaid moſt infamouſly and cruelly 70 defraud: 
the Poor, when they lay out the Charity-Money with a prin- 
cipal View to their own private Advantages, without any Re- 
gard to the common Benefit, or to thoſe neceſſary . 
which they are ſtrictly bound to conſult and promote. 
Ill-principled Men do not always look upon the Office of a 
Truſtee with that conſcientious Regard, or in that glorious 
Light, in which it ought to be viewed and conſidered: They 
do not eſteem it as an honourable Poſt, wherein they are fur- 
niſhed with many happy Opportunities to diſplay. the Goodneſs 
of their Hearts, to act as the Vice-gerents of God upon Earth, to 
be the Fathers of the Fatherleſs and the Defenders of the Help- 
leſs: But they ſometimes catch at a Truſt as a deſirable Prize, and 
a profitable Place, from which they propoſe to extract all the Ad- 
vantages they can to themſelves by one Artifice or other; though 
our Saviour, who will puniſh all wicked Doers at the laſt Day, 
amongſt his other Commandments has given this particular 
and important Charge to Men of all Ranks and Degrees, to the 
Loweſt as well as the Higheſt: Mark x. 19. Defraud not. 
But Men will be always finding out one abſurd Excuſe or other 
to palliate or juſtify their unfair Practices, and reconcile them 
to their own Conſciences. If they are intangled in the Diffi- 
culties or Diſtreſſes of Life, or burthened with a numerous and 
growing Family, they think it a kind of Duty incumbent upon 
them to provide for it by all the Arts and Ways they can con- 
trive, even to abuſe any Truſt repoſed in them, and pervert it to 
their own Benefit. There is no Doubt, but Men are tied by all 
the Dictates of Nature to exert the utmoſt Stretch of their In- 
duſtry and Capacity for the Welfare of their. Families ; but at 
the ſame Time they are forbid by all Laws whatſoever, both 
Human and Divine, to uſe any diſhoneſt Means for their Sup- 
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port. Let me repeat to you the Sentiments of an eminent 
Philoſopher before the Light of the Goſpel ſhone out in the 
World: „It is no more than what Nature will allow, that each 
« Man ſhould in the firſt Place furniſh himſelf with all the 
Neceſſaries of Life, before he takes care to provide for others; 
« yet the ſame Nature will by no means permit, that any one 
« ſhould increaſe his own Fortune or Power by the Spoils of 
his Neighbours.” Nam ſibi, ut quiſque malit, quod ad uſum 
vitæ pertineat, quam alteri acquirere, conceſſum eft, non repug- 
nante Naturd : illud Natura non patitur, ut aliorum ſpoliis noftras: 
facultates, copias, opes augeamus. Tully. 
It is, no doubt, very juſtly obſerved by St. Paul, 1 Tim. v. 8. 
that if any provide not for his Own, and ſpecially for thoſe of his. 
Houſe, he hath denied the Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel. 
But with equal Juſtice it may be affirmed, that if any does 
provide for his Own at the Expence of his Honeſty, either by 
making unreaſonable Demands upon others, by violating any Truſt, 
over-reaching the Ignorant, or defrauding the Poor, ſuch an one 
treats all Religion and all Morality with Contempt; he has not 
in him the Principle of a Chriſtian, nor the Humanity of an 
Heathen; he hath in effect, according to the Words of the. 
Apoſtle, denied the Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel. Let 
me recommend it to Men, how low ſoever they may be in the 
World, to diſcharge their Duty to God and to one another, to 
exerciſe the Virtues of Sobriety and Induſtry, and to reſolve 
with holy Job, Till I die, I will not remove mine Integrity from 
me; my Righteouſneſs I hold faſt, and will not let it go; mine 
Heart fhall not reproach me, as long as I live. When this Con- 
duct is obſerved, they will be under no Neceſſity, and indeed 
no Neceſlity whatever can excuſe them, to have recourſe to the 
deſpicable and abominable Arts of Frauds and Impoſitions, 
which 
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which will only intangle them in more grievous and laſting 
Miſeries, than Poverty itfelf can bring upon them. 

If Men therefore under the ſtraiteſt Circumſtances of Life 
cannot be juſtified in any unlawtul Methods for the Relief of 
Themſelves or Families, we may affirm, that not the leaſt 
Shadow of Excuſe can be made by others, who are under no 
Temptation of Neceſſity, and yet are as eager in the Purſuit of 
all their unlawful Schemes, as if provoked by the ſharpeſt Diſ- 
treſs; and, without the leaſt Regard or Compaſſion, can ſtoop 
ſo low as to rob the very Poor; and all this while, not to ſup- 
ply their own Wants, but to increaſe their Fortunes; not to ſatisfy 
their Hunger, but their Avarice, though in truth it is never 
to be ſatisfied. In ſhort, they ſeize upon the very Bread of the 
Needy, the better to ſerve their own Table, and ſtrip the Naked of 
the very Rags beſtowed upon them, the better to clothe their own 
Families in the more coftly Garb, without conſidering how 
miſerably they are clothing themſelves with Shame and Diſ- 
honour for ever. So barbarous a Diſpoſition naturally reminds us 
of the Parable of the Rich Man in 2 Sam. xii. 2, 3. who 
Had exceeding many Flocks and Herde, and yet ſpared to take 
of his own Flock io entertain the way-faring Man; but took the 
Poor Man's little Ewe-Lamb, the only Comfort which he had, 
and dreſſed it for him. No Man, methinks, can read this Story 
without expreſſing his Indignation and Abhorrence againſt a 
Crime of ſo cruel a Nature, and fo very provoking, that David 
did not think it Puniſhment enough to order a pecuniary Satis- 
faction to be made by the Offender, but he decreed the Sentence 
of Death to be executed upon him; as if he, who made no 
Conſcience to ſtarve the Poor, if poſſible, to Death, did by no 
means deſerve to enjoy Life. And now let me aſk any Profeſ- 
for or Pretender to Chriſtianity or Humanity, whether this 
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Parable does not exhibit to us the true Picture of an unjuſt or 
unmerciful Man, who makes a Part of his Entertainment out 
of the very Proviſions appointed for the Support of the Needy ; 
never conſidering, that even Death itſelf has been adjudged a 
Puniſhment moſt juſtly to be inflicted upon Men guilty of ſo 
heinous and unnatural a Crime, and that Torments of a more 
laſting and piercing Nature are already denounced againſt them 
by the Righteous Judge of all the Earth; which will be enlarged 
upon in another Place. 

Having explained to you the: ſeveral Ways and Methods by 
which Men may be ſaid fo defraud the Poor, and particularly that 
aggravated kind of Injuſtice committed againſt them by unfaith- 
ful Truſtees, I ſhall proceed to lay before you, as I propoſed in the 
ſecond Place, the Diſcouragements given to future Charities by 
the Miſapplications of deceitful Truſtees. They not only deprive 
the preſent Poor of the Charities bequeathed to them, but they 
do a further Injury to the Diſtreſſed in future Generations, by 
ſetting a bad Example to their Succeſfors, and diſcouraging even 
the beſt-intentioned Men from leaving the like-Inſtances of their 
Benevolence to the Needy. | 

It is well known, that deceitful and ſelf- intereſted Truſtees, 
by their ill Examples, have ſo far influenced and cor- 
rupted the Minds of others, that they have opened a kind of 
Door, as it were, for them to purſue the like infamous Courſes, 
and to ſqueeze all the Advantages they can out of the Fragments 
of the Hungry. Men are the more ſtrongly tempted to do what 
their Predeceſſors in the like Office did before them, how 
wrong ſoever, and think to ſhelter themſelves under the ſame 
ungodly Sanction, by alledging in their Excuſe, that they ought 
not to be tied down to ſtricter Rules in the Execution of their 
Office than others before them, and that they have the ſame 
Right to take a little Toll, as it were, out of the Public Fund 

for 
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for their own Profit; and as their Predeceſſors had met with In- 


dulgences of that kind, why ſhould they be worſe treated? Thus 


they reaſon themſelves into Iniquity, and not only keep them- 
ſelves in Countenance, but go on the more boldly in all unlaw- 
ful and injurious Practices. From theſe unjuſtifiable Proceed- 
ings and ſpreading Corruptions it is, that Men of good Diſpo- 
ſitions have frequently complained, that they could not entertain 
a Thought of bequeathing any Part of their Fortune to Charita- 
ble Purpoſes; and that they rather choſe to leave what they had 
to their Heirs, how unworthy ſoever they might prove, than 


to worthleſs Truſtees. Reflections of this kind too long obſerved 


and too well grounded, have, I fear, put a Stop to many be- 
neficent Donations, which the Well-diſpoſed might otherwiſe 
have bequeathed to the Needy. 

Beſides, there is an avaricious and miſerly Set of Men, who 
conceive ſo mortal an Hatred againſt all Charities, that the bet- 
ter to diſguiſe, if they could, their own ſordid Tempers, they take 


all Occaſions to railly the Well-diſpoſed out of their benevolent 


Diſpoſitions, by picturing in too lively Colours the monſtrous 
Abuſes of Public Benefactions, committed in ſuch and ſuch 


Pariſhes ; how the Rents of certain Eſtates, though directed in 


the plaineſt Manner by the Wills of the Donors or other law- 
ful Authorities to be laid out at ſuch ſtated Times, for ſuch 
particular Uſes, and for the common Good, have been ſcanda- 
louſly employed in promoting private Views; whilſt the Poor 
have received no more Benefit from the ſaid Rents, than if they 
had been buried in the ſame Tomb with the Donors themſelves ; 
and ſometimes Truſtees have proceeded to that high Degree of 
Iniquity, as to lay claim to the Eſtates of the Benefactors them- 
ſelves, and to diſpoſe of them at their own Pleaſure as their Pro- 
perties, till they have been redeemed by the Interpoſition of Law or 


Equity. Who then, ſay they, can be fo indiſercet and ſenſeleſs, as 


to 


EW] 
to put it in the Power of griping Truſtees to uſurp their Chari- „ 
ties, and to become Defrauders of the Public Money and Diſ- | 
turbers of the Public Peace; Truſtees, who deſerve to wear 
worſe Badges of Diſtinction than the Poor themſelves, whom 
they have ſo notoriouſly injured? In this warm Manner have 
| ſome exclaimed againſt leaving any Public Benefactions to the 
1 Poor. By which Means it has unfortunately happened, that 
through the conſtant Railleries of the Covetous, and the juſt 
Complaints of the Compaſſionate, the Spring of Charity has ei- 
ther decreaſed, or in ſome Degree dried up, which otherwiſe would 
3 have flowed in very plentifully, to the Comfort and Refreſhment 
| of a Multitude of needy Families. 
| However, that I may take off the Force of the above-men- 
| tioned Objections againſt leaving any Benefactions to the Poor, 
| and that I may revive the Spirit of Charity in Some, who are na- 
*#urally diſpoſed to it, and at the ſame Time fruſtrate, if poſſible, 
the ill Intentions of others, who through a Poverty of Heart are 
too much prejudiced againſt all Acts of Benevolence; we may 
with Truth aſſert, that Inſtances may be produced in ſeveral 
Pariſhes, where the Truſtees, to their eternal Honour, have 
executed their Office with all imaginable Tenderneſs and Faith- 
fulneſs, and took more Pleaſure in rejoicing the Hearts of the 
Poor than in obtaining any ſordid Advantages to them- 
ſelves. It is well known, more particularly and publicly in 
the Metropolis of this Kingdom, that the public-ſpirited 
Magiſtrates have diſtinguiſhed themſelves with the moſt 
ſhining Integrity and unwearied Diligence, both in procuring 
Contributions for the Poor, and in a faithful Diſtribution of 
them; and I doubt not, but the accumulated Wealth of that 
very opulent City has been owing in a great meaſure to their 
own charitable Diſpoſitions, and to the regular and conſcien- 
Lious 
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fious Diſpoſal of other Men's. May theſe illuſtrious and bright 
Examples rather ſpirit us up to place our Benefactions in the 
Hands of Truſtees pradently appointed, than to ſuffer any ill 
Precedents to diſcourage us from leaving the like Monuments of 
Charities to the Needy! But, after all, let us admit that our 
Donations may fall into the Hands of ill-principled Men, and 
be perverted to private Advantages : they will be loft indeed to 
the Poor, but not to Ourſelves ; they will be gratefully received 
by the Moſt High, who will acknowledge Himſelf to be our 
Debtor : For whoſo hath Pity on the Poor, lendeth unto the Lord; 
and look, what he layeth out, it ſhall be paid him again, Prov. 
xix. 17. Our Benefactions will be repaid with Treaſures, of 
which no Man can rob us; and however abuſed they may be by 
ſome, the Glory of them will be Our own for ever. 

But, Thirdly, There is another moſt dreadful Crime, for 
which Truſtees will be ſeverely anſwerable; I mean, the Animo- 
ſities and Quarrels, Diſturbances and Confuſions in a Pariſh, 
which their treacherous Miſconduct naturally creates and pro- 
vokes. 

When Public Charities are miſapplied, Men of Integrity and 
Humanity think themſelves in Duty bound to uſe their beſt 
Endeavours to put a Stop to Abuſes of ſo odious a Nature; and 
ſuch Attempts never fail to provoke and irritate corrupt Truſtees, 
who make no Conſcience to exclaim againſt the Men, who 
ſhall offer to inquire into their Conduct, and to lay open their 
iniquitous Proceedings; and when they do not ſcruple to defraud 
the Poor, they are the more ready to invent the heavieſt Charge 
they can againſt their Defenders, making as free with the Repu- 
tions of the Worthy, as with the Charities of the Bene- 
factors and the Properties of the Needy. Thus the Civil 
War begins; Darts of Anger fly about on every Side; and 
whilſt the Rapaciouſneſs of ſome remains, the Indignation 
of 
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of others will be naturally breaking out. And what a dreadful 
Misfortune is this to a Pariſh, and to what a miſerable State is 
it reduced, when it loſes its Peace and Quiet, its Harmony and 
Comfort, as well as its Rights and Properties? And now, what 
Miſeries may not Men of fo deſtructive a Nature expect from 
the Vengeance of the Almighty, when they not only plunder a 
whole Pariſh, as far as they can, ſparing neither Rich nor Poor; 
but kindle the Flames of Diſcord and Hatred amongſt their 
Neighbours ? like Thieves, who ſet Fire to the Houſe, which they 
have robbed, and conſequently become anſwerable for all the 
ſpreading Miſchiefs and melancholy Ruins, which afterwards 
ariſe from it. 

Having laid before you the Variety of Injuries and Diſtur- 
bances, which are uſually brought upon a Pariſh by unfaithful 
Truſtees, I ſhall obſerve, Fourthly, how much they hurt and 
deſtroy that very worldly Intereſt, which alone they have in their 
View, and expoſe themſelves to unforeſeen Diſquietudes and 
Calamities. 

Men of Diſhoneſty may, in ſome Degree, be compared with 
the prejudiced and ſhort-ſighted Diſputers of this World, who 
look only on One Side of the Queſtion, without paying a due 
Attention to the Other; and therefore do not ſee clearly into 
the Truth of the Arguments on each Side of the Queſtion. 
The Judgments of the Diſhoneſt are miſled by a View of ſome 
preſent Conveniencies, or by the glaring Proſpect of an Increaſe 
in Fortune, whereby they will be enabled to make a more 
ſhining Figure in the World, and to draw an higher Regard 
upon themſelves ; but, on the other hand, they are too blind to 
conſider, what Hazards they run in their Characters, with what 
ſecret Contempt they are looked upon, to what Miſchiefs or 
unhappy Events they are likely to expoſe themſelves, what folid 
and valuable Advantages they will inevitably loſe, when in the 
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Courſe of their Proceedings, which muſt fall under a public 
Examination, the Baſeneſs of their Principles and their Actions, 
notwithſtanding all their Artifices and Diſguiſes, will be openly 
and fully detected and expoſed ; and when they have given too 
evident Proofs of their Unfaithfulneſs and Treachery in Public 
Concerns, what Man of Prudence will truſt them in any Private 
Affair of his own? or who can, with Safety to his own Pro- 
perty, employ ſuch Men, or be concerned in any Dealings with 
them, when they have appeared to be over-ruled by no Conſi- 
deration whatever, but that of 'their own Intereſt, excluſive of 
the leaſt Tincture of Honeſty or Humanity? Very juſt is the 
Obſervation of Our Saviour, Lute xvi. 10. He that 1s faithful 
in that which is leaſt, is faithful alſo in mich; and he that is 
unjuſt in the leaſt, is unjuſt alſo in much. If Men will exer- 
ciſe their Injuſtice on every ſmall Occaſion which comes in their 
Way, we cannot rely upon their Integrity in much larger Con- 
cerns with which they may be entruſted: If they will allow 
themſelves the Liberty to employ their artful Devices againſt 
every Man, 'though in the loweſt State of Life, and ſteal from 
him in effect all the Pelf they can; if they will make no Scruple 
in the moſt cruel Manner to rob the Hungry of their ſmall 
Pittance, we may rightly conclude, that they will be the more 
ſtrongly tempted, and ſtretch the utmoſt of their Powers to 
draw to themſelves more conſiderable Advantages out of the 
Treaſures of the Rich; eſpecially as it is become a kind of 
Maxim with too many to think, that Men in the higher Cir- 
cumſtances of Life can afford, as it were, to be cheated, and 
can receive little or no Loſs from their deceitful: Practices, and 
therefore it is little or no Crime to defraud them. Beſides, 
Men in general, for the Sake of their own Intereſts, will not 
only withdraw all Confidence and Concerns from the noto- 
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riouſly Unjuſt, but they cannot give any Countenance to 
them, or favour them with any Recommendation to others, 
without bringing a Diſcredit upon themſelves. Thus it is, 
that Men of ill Principles prejudice their own Intereſt with 
Mankind; they turn the Hearts of their old Friends againſt 
them, create new Enemies, and draw upon themſelves the Diſ- 
pleaſure of a moſt Juſt and Merciful God. With what Abhor- 
rence the Almighty looks upon every Oppreſſor or Defrauder of 
the Poor, and what ſignal Marks of the Divine Vengeance are 
reſerved for him, we may judge from the Fate of Jeboiaꝶim, 
who thought himſelf fo ſtrongly guarded, and in ſo exalted a 
Station, that he could not be oppoſed or brought down in the 
Career of his cruel Oppreſſions exerciſed againſt the Poor. 


But how does the Prophet foretell his Fall and his Deſtruction ? 
Fer. xxii. 13, &c. Wo unto him that buildeth his Houſe by Un- 


righteouſneſs, and his Chambers by Wrong. Shalt thou reign 
becauſe thou cloſeſt thyſelf with Cedar? Did not thy Father 


eat and drink, and do Judgment and TFuſtice, and then it 


was well with him? He judged the Cauſe of the Poor and Needy, 
and then it was well with him. But thine Eyes and thine Heart 


are not but for thy Covetouſneſs, and for Oppreſſion, and for Vio- 


Hence to do it. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord concerning Feboia- 


him, Son of Fofiah King of Judah, They ſhall not lament for Him, 


ſaying, Ah Lord! or ah his Glory! He ſhall be buried with the 
Burial of an Aſs, drawn and caſt forth beyond the Gates of 


Feruſalem. Theſe ſevere Threatnings of the Prophet were 


afterwards punctually executed upon this unjuſt Monarch by 
the Hand of the Almighty, who not only ſtript him of his Royal 
Power, and turned him out of his very Palace, which had been 
infamouſly built by his unpaid Labourers, but ſignalized his 
. Death with uncommon Marks of Diſgrace ; his very Carcaſe, 
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: like that of an Aſs, being thrown out of the City into the High- 
way, to be trampled upon by thoſe, whoſe Rights in the Fulneſs 
of his Power he had diſdainfully trampled upon. The Al- 
mighty, by this ſtriking Inſtance, diſtinguiſhed himſelf with 
a far more tender and higher Regard for the Poor and Helpleſs, 
than for their mighty Oppreſſor and Defrauder ; and thought it 
the ſtricteſt Juſtice to deprive him of his Royal Authority, when 
He had employed it to deprive others of their Properties, built 
upon the ſame Foundation of Right with the Prerogatives of 
Princes themſelves. We may likewiſe learn from the Scriptures, 
what Miſeries have been denounced and executed againſt a 
Set of Rulers, arbitrary Oppreſſors of the Poor and Needy, 
Iſa. x. 1, 2, 3, &c. Wo unto them that decree unrighteous Decrees, 
that write Grievouſneſs which they have preſcribed, to turn 
away the Needy from Judgment; that take away the Right 

from the Poor of my People, that M. idows may be their Prey, 
and that they may rob the Fatherleſs. And what will ye do in 
the Day of Viſitation? When God determines to execute his 
Vengeance againſt a Tribe of Men for the Oppreſſions and Inju- 
ries done to the Poor, whom He is pleaſed to diſtinguiſh with 
the Title of His People, as if they were under His peculiar Care 
and Protection, whither can they fly for Refuge? or who can 
guard or defend them? Men of Injuſtice are too apt to place 
their imaginary Security either in the Strength of their Poli- 
tics, or in the Power of their Numbers, and become too proud 
to ſubmit to the Laws of Juſtice and Charity : But though Hand 
join in Hand, ſays Solomon, they ſhall nat go unpuniſhed, Prov. xvi. 5. 
A Combination of the Unjuſt, how cloſely ſoever they may 
ſeem to be united, are as eaſily overthrown by an All- powerful 
God, as the weakeſt Creature. The leaſt Blaſt of His Diſ- 
pleaſure can throw them down: and then how miſerably 
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are they diſconcerted and confounded ? How is their Union 
ſhaken, broke, and diſſolved ? Then they begin to blame and 
reproach each Man his Neighbour, till at laſt they turn ſo many 
diſtin Evidences againſt themſelves, and the Infamy is fairly 
and equally divided amongſt them. 

It muſt be owned, that God does not always, for very wiſe 
Reaſons, exceute the Severity of his Jadgment immediately upon 
the Irreligious and the Unjuſt; and that they are ſuffered, by 
one fraudulent Step or other, to mount up to a conſiderable 
Height in Point of Fortune; but all the while they continue 
very low in Point of Reputation, in the Favour of Mankind, 
and in the Efteem of their very Selves: For their il}-obtained 
Acquiſitions cannot always raiſe them up to that delightful Situ- 
ation, and comfortable Enjoyment of themſelves, which they 
expected. How often is their falſely projected Happineſs inter- 
rupted by the ſecret Laſhes of their own Conſciences, by the 
Reproaches of Mankind, by the public Exclamations of the 
Injured, or perhaps by the accidental, but bitter Expreſſions of 
others, which they imagined to be levelled at Themſelves ? and 
with every one of theſe real and fancied Exclamations and Con- 


demnations, they grow outrageous, and out of Temper with 
themſelves, and with all about them. The Balm of all their 


Wealth cannot heal their inward Diſorders, nor remove the 


frequent Apprehenſions of future Misfortunes, which imbitter 
their preſent Moments : They are conſcious to themſelves, that 


they lie under the Diſpleaſure of a moſt juſt God, who often- 


times remarkably interpoſes by a Variety of Accidents, which 
are no other than his ſecret Directions, to overthrow their ſelf- 


intereſted Schemes, to deprive them of their ill-got Advantages, 


and bring upon them very ſignal and mortifying Calamities. In 
ſhort, they who incur the Guilt of defrauding others, uſually 
i 6 find, 
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find, to their inexpreſſible Coſt, that when once they had loft 
their Integrity, every Thing truly comfortable and valuable was 
loſt along with it. | 

I muſt own, that it is poſſible for Men deeply rooted in evil 
Habits, and totally engaged in a continual Courſe of repeated 
Frauds, to be fo far emboldened and hardened, as to feel no Diſ- 
turbance from any Conſideration; to have fo far oyer-dozed their 
Conſciences, as to ſleep, or rather dream, in a kind of pleaſing 
Security, out-braving all Cenſure, and defying all Vengeance ; 
till at laſt they ſtupify themſelves into a fixt Belief, that, becauſe 
they have met with no Misfortune like other Folk, nor have 
been plagued like otber Men, Pſalm Ixxiii. 5. they are in no 
Danger from any future Calamities or diſagreeable Eyents. But 
let me rouſe theſe Men, if poſſible, out of their Lethargy, and 
point out to them thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, 2 Peter ii. z. 
that whilſt they lie in that thoughtleſs Condition, their Judg- 
ment lingereth not, and their Damnation ſlumbereth not. Death, 
ſays the Apoſtle, /ike a Thief in the Night, will break in upon 
them; and when they ſball ſay, Peace and Safety, then ſudden 
Deftruttien ſball come upon them, and they ſball not eſcape, 
1 Theſ}. v. 2, 3- The Delay of Vengeance in this Life will 
only add to the Severity of it in the next ; as the longer a Man 
runs into Debt, the more inevitable and the more miſerable at 
laſt will be his Ruin: an Argument of the higheſt Conſequence, 
upon which I propoſe to enlarge hereafter. 

In the mean Time, let me point out to you, Fifth y, another moſt 
grieyous Misfortune, which muſt at one Fime or other fall very 
heavy upon the Men who employ all their Skill in making un- 
reaſonable Demands upon others, or taking unlawful Advan- 
tages againſt them ; and that is, the Reſtitution and Satisfac- 
tion, which they are required to make by the Laws of God and 

Man 
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Man for all the Frauds and Injuries committed by them, before 
they can reconcile themſelves to God, or reaſonably expect any 
Favour or Mercy from Him. It is not a cuſtomary Repetition of 
Public or Private Prayers, put up perhaps by the unjuſt De- 
frauder to gain a religious Character amongſt Men, or as ſo 
many Bribes offered to the Almighty to calm His Indignation 
againſt them, which will obtain His Pardon, but will rather ſerve 
to aggravate than mitigate His Diſpleaſure. It is not a bare Faith 
in the Merits of Chriſt, which can wipe off the Guilt of Injuſtice. 
For as the Body without the Spirit is dead, ſo Faith without Works is 
Dead alſo, James ii. 26. It is not a mere formal Declaration of 
their Repentance, which will make an Atonement for their 
infamous Deeds. For how can they be ſaid to repent truly of their 
odious Sins, whilſt they keep to themſelves all the Fruits and 
Benefits ariſing from them? Or who can be thought to feel a 
real and unfeigned Sorrow for their injurious and barbarous 
Practices, wilfully contrived, when they will not endeavour, as 
far as they can, to remove that very Sorrow from themſelves 
and from the ſuffering Parties, by making a juſt and ſpeedy 
Satisfaction? Or who can be ſaid ſufficiently to humble himſelf 
before God for the various Inſtances of his Injuſtice, when 
oftentimes he takes a Pride in his unlawful Acquiſitions, as if 
they had been obtained by ſome glorious Actions in Defence of 
his Country; whereas they are in truth but ſo many infamous 
Spoils and Proofs of his Frauds and Oppreſſions to the Pre- 
judice of the Community ? 5 

Zaccheus had ſo. true and deep a Senſe of this Natural 
and Revealed Law, that when he felt himſelf loaded with 
the Guilt of various Frauds, and oppreſſed with the very 
Thought of having oppreſſed Others, he did not think it ſut- 
ficient to expreſs a general Concern for his Iniquities, or 


hope 


3 ft 
1 hope to be reconciled to God, or eyen to himſelf, till he had made 
a more than ordinary Reparation for his j injurious Extortions; 
and therefore he ſtood forth, not with a vain Confidence in 
his ſolemn Repentance, but with a full Truſt in the Mercy 
of God, that He would be graciouſly pleaſed to accept the 
Satisfaction he propoſed to make out of his ill-got Fortune, as 
an effectual Atonement for all his Crimes; and addreſſed himſelf 
to Chriſt in the following Words : Behold, Lord, the Half of my 
Goods I give to the Poor; and if I have done any Wrong to any 
Man, IT reſtore fourfold. The full Meaning of this Declaration I 
chuſe to give from the Paraphraſe of the late Learned Dr. Clare: 
« Lord, I confeſs the Sinfulneſs of my paſt Life, and reſolve for 
<« the future to enter upon a new Courſe. Whereinſoever I can 
« find, that I have wronged or defrauded any one, or been - 

« tempted by the Occaſion of my Calling to extort from any 
« Man more than was my juſt Due, I will make him Reſtitu- 
ce tion fourfold ; and becauſe I may have injured ſome, to whom 
« I ſhall have no Opportunity of making Reſtitution, I will 
« immediately give one Half of what I have to the Poor.” Our 
Saviour was ſo exceedingly moved with this honeſt Reſolution, 
that He immediately ſaid, This Day is Salvation come to this Houſe, 
foraſmuch as He alſo is the Son of Abraham, Luke xix. 8, 9. 
that is, He will be intitled, together with his Family, to thoſe 
ineſtimable Bleſſings of Life and Glory Eternal, promiſed by 
God to Abraham and to his Seed. How wiſely did this true 
Penitent act for his own real Intereſt and Comfort, when, by 
refunding a Share of his temporary and inglorious Fortune, he 
threw off at the ſame Time all the Load and all the Sufferings of 
an evil Conſcience, and purchaſed for himſelf a far more valuable 
and laſting Inheritance, not for Fifty or a Hundred Years, but 
for Millions and Millions of Ages, even for ever and even! 


Samuel 
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Same was ſo well perſuaded of that tri Juſtice in every 
Reſpect, which ſhould be obſerved by every Man inveſted with 
any Authority or Truſt, that he thought himſelf bound by all 
the Ties of Honour and Conſcience to make Reparation for any 
Wrong done to others, whether by Male-adminiſtration in his 
Office, or by any fraudulent Acts or Extortions ; and therefore 
he made the following moſt noble Appeal to the People : Behold, 
here I am; witneſs againſt mg before the Lord, and before his 
Anointed: Whoſe Ox have I taten? or whoſe Afs have I taken? 


or whom have I defrauded? whom have I oppreſſed? or of whoſe 
Hands have I received any Bribe to blind mine Eyes therewith ? and 


T will reftore it. And they ſaid, Thou haſt not defrauded us, nor 


oppreſſed us, nor taken ought of any Man's Hand. How glorious 
was this Teſtimony of the People, added to the more rejoicing 
Teſtimony of his own Conſcience? He went away applauded 
by Men, but with a well-grounded Expectation of till higher 
Applauſes from God himſelf. This will be the Caſe of every 
conſcientious Truſtee, who copying after the bright Example 


of this Prophet, and inſtead of ſervilely dreading to be called 


to Account for his uncharitable and diſhonourable Actions, can 
boldly challenge others to accuſe him of any Frauds or Op- 
preſſions or unjuſtifiable Partiality in the Execution of his 


Office; and having acquitted himſelf with equal Honour, may 


reaſonably expect to receive the like Teſtimony of his upright 
Conduct from Chriſt himſelf at his Tribunal, and be a Partaker 


with Him of his endleſs Glory. 
And now it were to be wiſhed, that Men, who have been re- 


gardleſs of all Juftice and Humanity, would take a ſhort View of 


their unhappy Situation ; under what Ties and Obligations they 
lie from the Laws of God and Man to reſtore what had been 


fravdulently or iniquitouſly taken from others, how they lay the 
Foundation 
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Foundation of the moſt cutting Reproaches from Mankind and 
from Themſelves, how they rob themſelves of ſeveral moſt valua- 
ble Advantages, which they might otherwiſe have obtained 
with Safety and Honour. Reflections of this Kind, if a due 
and ſhort Attention was given to them, would, it is to be 
hoped, abate or quench the immoderate Thirſt of Men after 
unlawful Gains. For who, methinks, would be diſhoneſt 
at ſo dear a Rate? Who would chuſe to be rich, with this 
heavy Load of Debts owing to the Injured, and with all the 


Incumbrances of a diſturbed Mind, not eaſily to be diſcharged? 


The ill-acquired Riches of the Guilty are not properly their Own, 
the Diſcredit of them is truly Theirs; and if their preſent 


Poſſeſſions by one fatal Turn or other are not taken from them, 


they themſelves will be taken from their Poſſeſſions, but the 
unſpeakable Torments of their Guilt will remain with them for 
ever. In ſhort, after a candid and ſerious View of all theſe 
Arguments, every Man muſt be thoroughly ſatisfied with the 
following Truth of the Pſalmiſt's Obſervation, that a ſmall 
Thing that the Righteous hath, is better than great Riches of the Un- 
godly, Pſalm xxxvii. 16. The ſmall Subſtance of the Righteous 
fits eaſy and comfortable upon him : He is not tormented with 
bitter Reproaches, or painful Apprehenſions of Cenſure or 
Proſecution: The Poſſeſſion, which he has, is his Own, 
not to be claimed by Any, or accountable to Any; it is the 
Reward of his Labour, or the Gift of Heaven; and therefore 
as ſuch he perfectly enjoys it. This Conſideration naturally 
leads me to turn your Thoughts, as I propoſed, S:xthly, upon 
the natural and providential Advantages and Comforts even in 
this Life, which the Juſt may reaſonably expe& both from 
God and Man, 


E When 


#8; 

When Men in Obedience to Divine and Human Laws 
have acted with Integrity in their ſeveral Dealings, eſpecially 
in Matters of any Public Truſt, they engage the Eſteem, and 
attract the Confidence of Mankind, who are naturally and poli- 
tically led to entruſt them with their Concerns, to maintain even 
a Friendſhip for them, and on all proper Occaſions to promote 
their Good. The very Reputation of Men ſtrictly honeſt will 
warmly and eloquently plead for them, and without the Sollicita- 
tions of others will ſollicit for them. Such is the delightful 
and advantageous Situation of the Upright: But they have till 
a more powerful Advocate on their Side, which the Unjuſt, who 
have too many worldly Schemes and Deſigns to engroſs their 
Attention, ſeldom or ever think upon; I mean, the Interpo- 
fition of God in human Affairs, who inſpires the Hearts of others 
to advance their Welfare, and brings about ſeveral ſurpriſing and 
moſt favourable Events, which their own Wiſdom could never 
have formed, nor their Induſtry have promoted, nor the Schemes 
of their Well-wiſhers have contrived. Nay, the Almighty fo far 
intereſts himſelf in their Happineſs, that he maketh even the 
Enemies of the Righteous to be at Peace with them, Prov. xvi. 7. 
to lay aſide all miſchievous Hatred againſt them, and ſome- 
times to join with others in Wiſhes or Meaſures for their 
Succeſs. From theſe Conſiderations we may rightly judge, 
what Advantages accrue to the Juſt from the Diſpoſition of 
Men, and the ſecret Direction of God, and how much it is 
worth our while to act a fair and-honeſt Part by Mankind, with- 
out truſting to the flattering, but diſgraceful, dangerous, and 
hurtful Schemes of Profit obtained by unjuſt Methods. 

It muſt be owned, that Men of good Principles ſometimes 
meet with unlucky Turns in Life, with unexpected Accidents 
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to diſcompoſe and diſturb them; nay, it happens, that the 
more conſcientiouſly and uprightly they conduct themſelves, 
the more they are ſometimes defamed and injured for main- 
taining their very Integrity. How many Sacrifices of Men's 
Characters without any Truth or Juſtice are continually made 
by Envy and Party ? and when bitter Poiſons from either go forth, 
they ſpread very faſt, infe& others of the ſame Conſtitution, and 
often work too powerfully with the Diſintereſted and Undeſign- 
ing. The Credulity of the Weak and Ignorant will help any 
bad Story forward, which Faction or Hatred has invented. No 
Station from the higheſt to the loweſt is always free from Diſ- 
quietudes; neither our Virtues nor our Felicities are compleat 
and perfect in this Life: But there is one peculiar Advantage, 
ö which Men of Religion and Honeſty are ſure to poſſeſs at all 
Events; they are, as the Wiſe Man obſerves, Prov. xiv. 14. 
ſatisfied from themſelves, and at the ſame Time are fortified 
within themſelves. If they are attacked by any adverſe Fortune, 
they can call in the Aid of a good Conſcience, which will 
prove like a Caſtle of Defence to them, and courageouſly truſt 
in the Mercy and in the Support of God, till the Storm is 
blown over; being all the while perſuaded, that nothing 
happens to them, which is not truely and finally intended for 
the Advancement of their real and laſting Felicity. Indeed it 
is wiſely and benevolently ordered by the Almighty, that ſome 
diſagreeable Accidents ſhould break forth, to unhinge us, as it 
were, from too cloſe an Attachment to our worldly Concerns ; 
6 to ſtop us perhaps from running precipitately into ſome Evil or 
Temptation, which might have produced worſe Misfortunes 

than Thoſe, under which we labour; to rouze up our moſt fervent 

Devotions to God, to encreaſe our Faith in Him, and our Depen- 

dance upon Him, and finally to fit and prepare us the better for 
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all the Joys of his Heavenly Kingdom. Afflictions are properly 
called in Scripture the Chaſtiſements of an Heavenly Father; for 
what Son is there, whom the Father chaſteneth not? Heb. xii. 7. 
And inexpreſſibly happy is it for good. Men, when they fall into 
the Hands of God, who never afflicts them beyond Meaſure, 
who raiſes in them a kind of victorious Spirit above the Cala- 
mities inflicted upon them, and oftentimes at laſt exalts them 
to a much higher Station and a more ample Fortune, than they 
before enjoyed. Was ever any Man loaded with a quicker or 
more piercing Succeſſion of Misfortunes from one melancholy 
Cauſe or other, than Fob? And yet with what an undaunted 
Courage did he riſe in the midſt of his deplorable Condition? 
His Fortune was gone from him; but the Honour of his 
righteous Conduct, when a Magiſtrate, remained with him. 
He did not paſs over the Complaints of the Poor lightly, but 
took Pains to examine them to the Bottom, and without paying 
a ſervile Court to their Oppreſſors, forced them to reſtore what 
had been cruelly withheld, or violently extorted from them, as 
we may find in Fob xxix. 12, 13, &c. I delivered the Poor that 
cried, the Fatherleſs, and him that had none to help bim. The 
Bleſſings of him, that was ready to periſh, came upon me; and I 


cauſed the Widow's Heart to fing for Fey. I was Eyes to the 
Blind, and Feet was I to the Lame. TI was a Father to the Poor; 


and the Cauſe that I knew not, I ſearched out. And I brake the 
Jas of the Wicked, and plucked the Spoil out of his Teeth. Thus 
we ſee, that he did not lament the Loſs of his Riches and Powe, 
but with an innocent Pride he gloried in the due Exerciſe of 
both. Though he fat upon a Dunghill, he was as much 
inwardly delighted with the Review of all his former righteous 
Actions, as if he was ſtill fitting upon his Chair of State; nor 
did he think himſelf altogether Naked, when, according to his 
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own Expreſſion, Be had put on Righteouſneſs, and it chathed® 


him, and his Judgment was as.a Robe and a Diadem, Job xxix. 
14. That is, he looked upon the righteous Judgments, which. 
he had conſtantly and undauntedly paſſed in Defence of the 
Poor and Helpleſs, to be a brighter Ornament to him than the 
ſplendid Robes of Authority, which had formerly covered him. 
But how did the Almighty reward Job. for all the ſingular In- 
{ſtances of his Integrity, Bravery, and Mercy? He did not think 
it ſufficient to repair his unexampled Loſſes, which came quickly 
upon him, like ſo many Waves rolling one upon another; but 
He redoubled his former Poſſeſſions, enriched all his Children, 
made them. more amiable and reſpectable than others about him, 
and to all his Felicities- He added a larger Number of Years, Fob 
xlii. 15, 16. that he might remain the longer upon Earth a 
more conſpicuous Monument of that eminent. Reward, which 
God had beſtowed upon his exemplary Virtues, {till reſerving. 
him for a more glorious Recompence in his Heavenly King- 
dom. | 


What uſeful Leſſons may be drawn from this Part of Job's 


Hiſtory ? It inſtructs every Magittrate and every Truſtee, not 
only to relieve the Poor in their ſeveral Wants and Neceſſities, 
but to exerciſe his Authority and Power towards redreſſing their 
Grievances, and reinſtating them in their juſt Rights, by break- 
ing the faws of the Wicked, and plucking the Spoil out of their 
Teeth. And whenever Men inveſted with any Truſt diſcharge 


it in this faithful Manner, they have the Honour to join in the 


Support of the ſame righteous Caule with God Himſelf; and no 
Wonder then, if they ſhall receive not only ſignal Marks of His 
Favour and Protection in this Lite, but of His tender Care to appoint 


a Place of Happineſs for the Reception of their Souls in the 
next; which I am going, Seventh, to repreſent to you. 
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1/?, I propoſe to entertain your Minds with the bleſſed State 
of the Righteous immediately aſter their Departure out of this 
Life. 

2d %, T ſhall lay before you the irreverſible Sentence of eternal 
Joys and Glories, to which they will be admitted at the Day of 
Judgment. 

34ly, I ſhall offer to your ſerious Conſideration the miſerable 
and ever deplorable Condition of the impenitently Wicked, 
both immediately after Death and at the general Reſurrection. 

Lofily, J ſhall conchade with taking the Liberty to remind 
every Mayor of Newark, who is or ſhall be concerned in the Diſ- 
poſal of All the Benefactions, and the Four Churchwardens of 
the ſaid Pariſh for the Time being, Truſtees of ſeveral Charity- 
Eſtates, of the ſolemn Oaths, which they have taken or ſhall 
take, to diſcharge the Duties of their reſpective Offices with all 
Faithfulneſs. 

1/2, I ſhall repreſent to you the bleſſed State of the Righteous 
immediately after their Departure out of this Life. 

What a moſt delightful Conſideration muſt it be to the 
Righteous, when they have run the whole Length of their 
Race with Patience in this World, where the Wiſeſt meet with 
their Diſappointments, the moſt Induſtrious with their Misfor- 
tunes, and the moſt Religious with their Diſquietudes; what a 
moſt delightful Conſideration, I ſay, muſt it be, that, after the 
Courſe of this troubleſome Life is ended, they ſhall be imme- 
diately conveyed into a State of Peace and Blits, diſtinguiſhed in 
Scripture by the Name of Paradiſe, where they ſhall reſt from 
all their Labours and Fatigues both of Body and Mind ; where 
no Cares can purſue them, no evil Accidents diſturb them, no 
Dangers alarm them, and no Temptations of any Kind can 
attack them, and where they will be continually enjoying them- 


felves with a certain Expectation of a more compleat and endleſs 
Happineſs 


818 


Happineſs at the Day of Judgment! It is ſaid in Eccigſfaſtor 
xii. 7. The Duſt ſhall return to the Earth as it was, and the 
Spirit ſhall return to God, who gave it. In the Wiſdom of Solo- 
mom iii. 1. it is expreſly declared, that zhe Souls of the Righteous are 
in the Hands of God, and no Torment ſball touch them. In this quiet 
and happy State will the Souls of the Juſt be lodged, when ſepa- 
rated from their Bodies : And where could they be depofited 
under ſo glorious a Protection, or ſo ſtrong a Guard, or in a 
Place more proper than That, which a merciful Creator has pre- 
pared for them, till He admits them into the Joys of His ever- 
laſting Kingdom? But we have ſtill, bleſſed be God, a more 
convincing Evidence of the Soul's Exiſtence after the Death of 
the Body, from the Anſwer of Chriſt to the Sadducees, to whom 
he declared, that Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, though dead 
many hundred Years, were {till exiſting in a State of Happi- 
neſs: For God is not a God of the Dead, but of the Living; for 
All live to Him, Luke xx. 38. That is, all righteous Men, of 
what Nation or in what Condition ſoever, when removed out 
of this World, do yet enjoy Life in another under the Care of 
the Almighty. 

For a further Confirmation of this Truth, let us give Atten- 
tion to our Saviour's Reply to the Thief upon the Croſs, who 
had given the moſt remarkable Inſtances of his ſincereſt Re- 
pentance: He had not only reproached himſelf for his former 
Iniquities, but his Companion likewiſe for his continued Obſti- 
nacy in Sin, and for his daring Inſults upon Chriſt, whom he 
boldly and openly acknowledged to be an Innocent Perſon and 
the Saviour of the World, and with all the Faith of a Martyr 
appeared ready to die for Him, as well as with Him; and being 
confident of his heavenly Goodneſs to forgive, and of his un- 
doubted Power to reward him, he made this humble Requeſt, 

Lord, 
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Lord, remember me, when thou comeſt.into thy Kindom ; to whom 
Chriſt replied in the ſtrongeſt Terms, Yerily T fay unto thee, 
To Day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe, Luke xxiii. 43. Where 
we may obſerve, that Chriſt had given the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances 
to this true Penitent, that, when all his Sufferings were over, 
his Soul ſhould immediately depart, not into any ſolitary Abode, 
void of all Senſation and incapable of any Happineſs, but into 
Paradiſe, a Place of undiſturbed Reſt and uninterrupted Felicity, 
which he ſhould enjoy That very Day in Company with Him- 
ſelf. With what Delight muſt every good Chriſtian read the 
Cloſe of St. Stephen's Life, when, diſregarding all the Rage of 
his Enemies, he breaks forth into the following Expreſſions ! 
Behold, T fee the Heavens opened, and feſus ſtanding on the right 
Hand of God; and quickly after he cries out with a loud Voice, 
Lord Jeſus, receive my Spirit, Acts vii. 55, 59. He very well 
knew, that his Spirit, when diſunited from the Body, would till 
retain its intellectual Faculties, and therefore intreated Chriſt to 
receive it into his particular Care and Protection; and being full 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and not liable to be deceived in fo important 
a Point, he died with a joyful Aſſurance, that when his Ene- 
mies had done the worſt they could to his Body, they could not 
deprive his Soul of that Reſt and Felicity, which Chriſt would 
provide for it. 

I own, I have dwelt the longer upon this Subject, to remove 
thoſe Doubts and Diſquietudes, with which good Men may 
ſometimes be too deeply affected at the Approach of Death, 
which in Reality is no more than a quick Paſlage into a 
better Life; an inſtantaneous Retreat from a World of Im- 
piety and Iniquity, from Deceit and Treachery, Malice 
and Envy, Snares and Temptations, into a moſt ſafe, com- 
fortable, and peaceable State, where they will remain unmo- 
Teſted and unattacked by any Cares or Fears, till they ſhall be 

called 
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called forth by the Sound of the Trumpet on the laſt Day to 
receive the full Reward of all their good Actions, when they 
will be admitted into everlaſting Joys and Glories in the King- 
dom of God; which I ſhall proceed in the next Place to enlarge 
upon, and indeed we cannot enlarge. too much upon a — 
ſo infinitely tranſporting in itſelf. 

The Almighty Governor of Heaven and Earth has made a 
Decree, that He will judge the whole World by his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt on a Day to be appointed by Himſelf, and at a folemn 
Meeting of Thouſands and Ten Thouſands of Angels, and a 
Multitude of all Nations; that all Ranks and Orders of Beings, 
Celeſtial and Terreſtrial, from the Higheſt to the Loweſt, may be 
Witneſſes of His moſt perfect Equity and Mercy in all His Pro- 
ceedings and Determinations. On that Day the fervent Devo- 
tions of the Righteous ſhall be openly acknowledged ; all their 
Actions, how miſrepreſented ſoever they have been, ſhall be 
publicly juſtified and applauded. The Private Charities, which 
they beſtowed, ſhall be proclaimed, and the right Application 
of Public Benefactions in Support of the Poor and Helpleſs ſhall 
be extolled. The unſhaken Reſolution and the high-ſpirited 
Behaviour of Men under the various Temptations and Oppoſi- 
tions of the World ſhall appear in the moſt ſhining Lights. In 
ſhort, the true Repentance of all Sinners convinced of their 
Errors, and diſcharging the Duties of Religion, will be accepted 
and rewarded ; and after a public Approbation and Applauſe of 
all the Righteous, in what State ſoever they had been, Chriſt 
will then pronounce that moſt tranſporting Sentence, Come, 
ye bleſſed Children of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for 
you from the Beginning of the World. But who can expreſs all the 
Pleaſure and Glories of that eternal Kingdom? It is indeed an 
Happineſs of ſo unbounded a Nature, that it is not to be ex- 


preſſed or conceived by Any; that it is as much above our Com- 
prehenſions, 


N 
prehenſions, as the Heavens are above the Earth. We can only 
ſpeak in Part, as we only know in Part: But ſo far we do know 
from the moſt undoubted Authority, even from Heaven itſelf, 
that the Righteous on that great Day will appear with more than 
ordinary Splendor, cloathed with Bodies like unto the glorious 
Body of Chriſt Himſelf, and equally incorruptible ; that the 
Faculties of their Souls will be ſo wonderfully enlarged and en- 
lightened, that they ſhall ſee God as He is, not darkly, but Face 
70 Face, 1 Cor. xiii. 12. enjoy the Glories of His Majeſtatick 
Preſence, and receive a kind of Luſtre from His ineffable Bright- 
nels; that they will be let into the Knowledge of His moſt 
amiable and amazing Perfections, His irrefiſtible Power, His 
infinite Wiſdom, and His boundleſs Goodneſs, which will be ever 
ſhining out in all their various and numberleſs Lights: fo that 
there will be no more an End of our never- ſatiating Enjoyments, 
than there will be an End of God's Government in his eternal 
Kingdom. It will, no doubt, be a mighty Addition to the 
Tranſports of the Righteous, that they ſhall ever enjoy the 
Company of that Bleſſed Saviour, through whoſe Blood and In- 
terceſſion, and not through any Merits of their own, they arrived 
at ſo tranſcendent a State of Happineſs ; that they ſhall mix with 
an innumerable Company of Angels, the general Aſſembly and 
Church of the Firſt-born which are written in Heaven, and with 
the Spirits of all juſt Men made perfect, Heb. xli. 22, 23, 24. 
And as nothing will be wanting through the Goodneſs of 
the Almighty, the perpetual Fountain of every Joy, to perfect 
our Felicity, we ſhall probably come to the Knowledge of 
our Relations and Friends, who died in the like Favour of 
God. How far even natural Reaſon, before our Saviour's 
Appearance in this World, carried an eminent Philoſopher to 
the Belief of renewing his Intimacy with his former Friends 
in another World, and entering into a Familiarity and Con- 
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verſation with ſeveral moſt renowned and worthy Men, we may 
gather from the refined and elevated Sentiments of the divine 
Tully : „ have in truth an ardent Deſire to fee your Fathers, 
« whom I reſpected and loved; and my Curioſity leads me not 
* only to converſe with thoſe of my former Acquaintance, but 
with others likewiſe, of whom I have heard, and of whom I 
have read, and of whom I myſelf have writ : And I aſſure you, 
* that no one ſhould ſtop me in this pleaſant Journey.” Eguiden 
efferor ſtudio patres veſtros, quos colui et dilexi, videndi; neque vero 
eos ſolos convenire aveo, quos ipſe cognovi, ſed illos etiam, de 
guibus audivi, et legr, et iþſe conſcripſi: quo quidem me profi- 
ciſcentem haud ſane quis facile retraxerit. O for that glorious 
« Day, when I ſhall go to that heavenly Company of Souls 
& Above, and leave all this Rabble and Scum below! I ſhall not 
* only be preſent with the above-mentioned very worthy Men, 
« but with my Son Cato, than whom there was not a more 
« virtuous and pious Man living.” O præclarum diem, cum ad 
illum divinum animorum cancilium ctumque proficiſcar, cumgue 
ex hac turba & colluvione diſcedam ! Proficiſcar enim non ad eos 
ſfolum viros, de quibus ante dixi, ſed ad Catonem meum, quo nemo 
vir melior natus eft, nemo pietate præſtantior. 

I have been attempting, though in the moſt imperfect 
Manner, to repreſent the tranſporting and ineffable Happineſs 
of the Righteous in the Kingdom of Heaven: yet, that I may 
excite Men the more powerfully to place their chief Ambition 
in excelling one another in Chriſtian Virtues, in Actions ſuitable 
to the Dignity of Souls created in the Image of God, I ſhall in 
the next Place obſerve, that as one Star differeth from another 
Star in Glory, different Degrees of Honour will be aſſigned to 
the Righteous, ſuitable to their different Degrees of Goodnels : 
For the Son of Man, ſays our Saviour, ſhall come in the Glory of his 


Father, with his Angels; then ſhall He re ward every one ac- 
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cording to his Works, Matt. xvi. 27. that is, according to the. 
different Natures and Circumſtances and Excellencies of his 
Deeds. Our Saviour declared himſelf more highly pleaſed with 
the two Mites of the poor Widow, who in her very Penury caſt 
All that ſhe had into the Treaſury, than with the Riches of 
Thoſe, who could ſpare them without any Inconvenience to 
themſelves. Men will receive more abundant Marks of 
Favour from God for the leaſt Charity, which they ſhall beſtow 
with a willing Mind, than for the largeſt Benefactions, 
unleſs given with a free Heart. Again, whenever you ſhall 
undergo any Difficulties or Hardſhips, or you ſhall be calum- 
niated or aſperſed on a truly religious Account, or for your cloſe 
Adherence to your Integrity, or your faithful Diſcharge of ſome 
neceſſary Duty in oppoſition to the baſe Deſigns of others, be 
not diſcouraged or dejected ; on the contrary, let your Spirits 
be the more enlivened and exalted, from the Afſurance of 
receiving in Heaven very diſtinguiſhing Marks of Glory. This 
is the Doctrine of Chriſt, Matt. v. 11, 12. Bleſſed ſhall ye be, 
when Men ſhall revile you and perſecute you, and ſay all manner 
of Evil againſt you falſely for my ſake : Rejoice, and be exceeding 
glad; for great is your Reward in Heaven. But though different 
Rewards or Dignities will be aſſigned to each according to his 
former Behaviour, there will be no Strife or Envying, no Jea- 
louſy or Contention for Superiority. All will be equal in Per- 
petuity of Happineſs : All will be ſufficiently delighted with 
their own Share of Felicity, and be in perfect Harmony with 
one another, All joining in continual Praiſes and Thankſgivings 
to the Heavenly Author of their endleſs Joy and Glory. 

But, notwithſtanding theſe undoubted Aſſurances of ineſtima- 
ble Rewards, which God will beſtow upon the Righteous in 
His Kingdom in proportion to their ſeveral Excellencies, too 
many, I fear, far from being fired with an holy Ambition to 
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appear Great in the Kingdom of Heaven, are fo deſperately 
wicked, that they give themſelves up intirely to the Gratification 
of their own Paſſions and worldly Intereſts, how unlawful and 
unjuſtifiable ſoever, and never trouble themſelves to think, what 
is to become of them, when they are called out of this World. 
To theſe therefore I ſhall apply ſome Arguments, too juſt to be 
diſbelieved, and too alarming to be diſregarded. For, zaly and 
laſtly, I ſhall offer to their ſerious Conſideration the miſerable 
State of the Obſtinate and Impenitent immediately after their 
Departure out of this Life, and the irreverſible Sentence of 
everlaſting Torments, which will be paſſed upon them at the 
Day of Judgment. 

Firſt, I ſhall offer to their frequent and moſt ſerious Con- 
ſideration the miſerable State of the Obſtinate immediately after 
their Departure out of this Life. 

We have ſufficient Reaſon to apprehend from the Scriptures, 
that when the Lives of the Impenitent are ended, their Miſeries, 
never to be alleviated or removed, will then begin. Death will 
no ſooner break in upon them, but they will be carried into a 
Region of Darkneſs, where they will be deprived of every Object 
and of every Conſideration, which can adminiſter the leaſt De- 
gree of Eaſe and Comfort, or the leaſt Hope or Proſpect of Either. 
If they turn their Thoughts back to their former Lives, they will 
ſee with clearer Eyes than before the Heinouſneſs of the ſeveral 
Iniquities, which they had committed, in Defiance of God, and 
in Contempt of all Reaſon, Juſtice, and Charity whatever: And 
how piercing mult it be to their Souls, that they can find out 
no Excuſe for Themſelves, nor make any Satisfaction to the 
Injured, and particularly to the Poor and Needy, whom they had 
ſo often defrauded ! If they look forward, they will perceive no- 
thing which ſhall revive their Spirits, or aſſuage their Griefs ; 
nothing, but what will move them to an Abhorrence and Con- 
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demnation of Themſelves for their own wilfulTranſgtreſſions: All 
their Sorrow and forced Repentance will have no more Effect to 
remove or mitigate their Puniſhments, than the Admonitions of 
Chriſt formerly had to ſave them from the threatened Deſtruction: 
They will find their Thoughts diſtracted with an Apprehenſion of 
that flaming Vengeance, which may be ready to burſt upon them 
perhaps in a few Moments, or, to uſe the Expreſſion of St. 
Paul, a certain fearful Looking-for of Judgment and fiery Indig- 
nation, which ſhall devour the Adverſaries, that is, the Enemies 
of Chriſt and his Religion, Heb. x. 26, 27. And becauſe the 
inexpreſſible Grief of Soul, with which the Wicked will be 
continually pierced, carries too much Authority with it to admit 
of any Doubt, I ſhall proceed, Laftly, to lay before you the irre- 
vocable Sentence, which will be pronounced againſt all obſtinate 
Sinners at the Day of Judgment. 

With what dreadful and inconceivable Horror muſt the 
Impenitent be ſtruck and confounded, when they ſhall be 
brought from their Priſon, like ſo many Criminals, before 
the moſt righteous Judge of all the World, fitting upon His 
Throne of Glory ; when all their Cries and Intreaties will be 
no more regarded by Him, than the Cries of the Needy 
were by Them; when all their falſe Oaths and Blaſphe- 
mies, all their unmerciful and unrighteous Tranſactions, how 
ſecret or private ſoever they might have been, will be publicly 
laid open, and nothing can be urged or admitted in their Excuſe 
or Defence, their Conſciences being ſufficient Evidences' againſt 
them, and not daring to plead for them! And after all the heavy 
Charges brought againſt them, how will their Terrors be 
increaſed, when the Judge ſhall pronounce that dreadful Sen- 
tence, never to be reverſed, Depart from me, ye Curſed, into ever- 


laſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and bis Angels; prepared for 


n Spirits, by whoſe Inſinuations, as well as by their own 
rebellious 
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rebellious Diſpoſitions, they were entirely miſled and governed! 
We find St. Jude expreſſing himſelf upon the Solemnity of the 
laſt Day in the following Manner: Behold, the Lord cometh 
with Ten Thouſand of his Saints, to execute Judgment upon all, 
and to convince all that are among them of all their ungodly Deeds 
which they have commited, and of all their bard Speeches which 
ungodly Sinners have ſpoken againſt Him, Jude xiv. 15: Where 
we may obſerve, that Chriſt will not paſs any Sentence in a 
haſty, raſh, or arbitrary Manner, but He will convince the 
Guilty, after all their daring Provocations, all their continual 
Frauds and unjuſtifiable Proceedings, eſpecially againſt the Poor 
and Helpleſs, how deſerving they are of that Puniſhment, which 
He is going to denounce againſt them, and which they have wil- 
fully brought upon themſelves. And now let us reflect a little 
upon that deplorable State, to which all obſtinate Sinners will be 
condemned, and which before they had ridiculed or diſregarded. 
They will be for ever baniſhed from the Preſence of God, the 
Fountain of all Pleaſure and all Honour : They will be ſhut up 
in a Priſon of Darkneſs, without the leaſt Hope of being 
releaſed ; confined to a Society of the moſt wretched and miſe- 
rable Spirits; agonizing with them in never-ceaſing and moſt 
excruciating Torments, hating one another, and hated by their 
very ſelves; when, according to the Expreſſion of St. John, 
they ſhall ſeek Death, and ſhall not find it, and dejire ta die, and 
Death ſhall flee from them. What a State of inexpreſſible Horror 
is all this, when Men can neither Live in it, nor Die to be deli- 
vered from it? And that ſo diſtracting a Condition might work in 
Men a more ſerious Attention to take the proper Meaſures to pre- 
ſerve themſelves from it, Our Saviour, out of his infinite Mercy, 
does ſolemnly aſſure them no leſs than ſix Times in the ſame 
Chapter, Mark ix. 43—47. that the Impenitent, whatever their 
Crime might have been, ſball go into Hell, into the Fire that 
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never ſhall be quenched ; where their Worm, that is, the gnawing 
Worm of their Conſciences, dieth not, and the Fire is not 
quenched : They ſhall be caſt into Hell- Fire, that never ſhall be 
quenched, where the Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not 
quenched : Laſtly, they ſhall be caſt into Hell- Fire, where their 
Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched. What repeated 
and moſt earneſt Perſuafions does our Saviour employ to guard 
Men againſt falling into fo dreadful a Pit of Deſtruction! And 
if, methinks, they would but caſt one Glance of Thought now 
and then upon ſo dreadful a Condition, it might produce a moſt 
wonderful Change of Mind and Conduct; and particularly when 
it is further conſidered, that as the Sins of ſome Men are of a 
deeper Dye and of a more heinous Nature than others, the 
more ſevere Puniſhments will be allotted to them. Mighty 
Sinners, ſays the Scripture, ſhall be mightily tormented: It will 
be more tolerable, ſays our Saviour, for Tyre and Sidon at the Day 
of Judgment, than for others, Matt. xi. 21. And in another 
Place, Wo unto you, Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites ; for ye 
devour Widows Houſes, and for a Pretence make long Prayer; 
therefore ye ſhall receive the greater Damnation, Matt. xxiii. 14. 
that is, when Men make no other Uſe of their outward Acts of 
Devotion, and propoſe no other Benefit from them than to carry 
on their Frauds the more ſucceſsfully againſt others, particu- 
larly againſt the Poor, the Helpleſs, and the Ignorant, they add 
the moſt provoking Hypocriſy to their daring Diſhoneſty ; they 
commit a Robbery, and endeavour, as much as they can, to 
make God Himſelf a Party; they only call upon His Name, as 
Men ſometimes uſe That of another, to obtain a Sum of Money 
fraudulently, and compleat a Scheme of Roguery. Such Men 
therefore, according to our Saviour's plain and juſt Declaration, 
muſt expect to receive the greater Damnation, the more flaming 


Inſtances of the Divine Vengeance for ever. We find, that 
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our Saviour has threatened to condemn the Men to everlaſting 
Puniſhments, who refuſed to give Aſſiſtance to the Poor in their 
ſeveral Wants and Neceſſities, when they had it in their Power 
to relieve them. Matt. xxviii. 46. But a ſeverer Puniſhment 
will undoubtedly be aſſigned to Thoſe, who, though enabled by 
the Providence of God to diffuſe their Charities to others, ſhall 
not only refuſe to beſtow them, but convert the very Charities 
bequeathed by others to their own particular Views and Advan- 
tages, and, inſtead of contriving ſomething out of their own 
Stock towards feeding the Hungry, ſhall dare to take all the 
Methods they can to ſtarve them, both by their unjuſt Miſappli- 
cations and their infectious Examples. 

I have been attempting from the Authority of Scripture to 
deſcribe the endleſs and ever-deplorable Miſeries of obſtinate 
Sinners, with a View to preſerve them, if poſlible, from the 
very Brink of Deſtruction, which they run the Hazard every 
Moment of falling into. 

Let me therefore exhort you to embrace the preſent Opportunity, 
whilſt it is in your Power, to prepare yourſelves for another World: 
Though the Day of Judgment may be very diſtant from us, the 
Day of our Death may be near at Hand, when eternal Happineſs 
or endleſs Miſery will be our Lot for Ever. And that Men may 
immediately ſet about ſo neceſſary and important a Work, I ſhall 
intreat them to be perſuaded, that a very ſmall Share of their 
Time every Day, if properly employed in Praiſes and Prayer 
to God, will be ſufficient to ſecure their eternal Happineſs, 
without breaking in too much upon their worldly Concerns : 
Their whole Time indeed, if in our preſent Situation it could 
be allowed, would be wiſely taken up in guarding againſt inex- 
preſſible Torments, and in providing for themſelves all the end- 
leſs Joys and Glories of another Life; but God does not require 
this at our Hands : He only requires us, according to the Words 
of Micah, vi. 8. to de juſtly, to love Mercy, and to walk humbly 
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with our God. We are commanded to perform all the neceſſary 
Duties of this Life, but by no means to neglect Thoſe of a 
Better. We may be induſtrious, and yet Religious; we may 
purſue our proper Buſineſs, and yet be Honeft; we may take a 
Truſt upon ourſelves, and yet be Faithful; we may delight our- 
ſelves in agreeable Amuſements, and enjoy a Taſte of real Plea- 
ſures, and yet be Innocent; we may expend a Share of our For- 
tune in Grandeur ſuitable to our Rank, and yet be Charitable ; 
we may attain to worldly Honours by a laudable Conduct, and 
yet without forfeiting our Pretenſions, through the Merits of 
Chriſt, to that exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory, mentioned 
by St. Paul, 2 Cor. iv. 7. In ſhort, though it is not poſſible for 
us, as our Saviour declares, to ſerve God and Mammon, Matt. vi. 
24. yet it is pofſible for us to ſerve God, and at the ſame Time 
to ſerve Ourſelves, by Ways and Means, which Chrift himſelf has 
directed in the Goſpel. Thus we plainly ſee, that the One Thing 
needful, the Security of our Eternal Happineſs in a future State, 
may be obtained by us, without leading the uſeleſs and ſolitary 
Life of a Hermit, or bidding adieu to the World, or neglecting our 
neceſſary Affairs, or hurting our real Intereſt even in this Life. 
But before I conclude this Diſcourſe, which was chiefly in- 
tended to prevent the infamous and barbarous Miſapplications of 
the very conſiderable Public Charities left for the common Good 
of the Town of Newark, I judge it proper to remind the Mayor 
and the Four Churchwardens of the ſaid Town for the Time 
being, of the ſolemn Oaths, which they have taken or ſhall take 
on their Entrance into their reſpective Offices, which, it is to be 
hoped, may excite them to a punctual and diligent Diſcharge _ 
of their ſeveral Duties. | 
Firſt, I intreat the Mayor and the Four Churchwardens of 
this Pariſh for the Time being, to call to mind the ſolemn Oaths, 
by which they are bound to diſcharge the Truſt repoſed in them 
with all Fidelity. An Oath has ever been thought by the 
. Heathens 
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Heathens themſelves to be of the moſt ſacred Nature, and not 
at all the leſs binding, becauſe too commonly violated; nor is 
the Force of it to be eluded by any ſhuffling Arts, Prevarica- 
tions, or mental Reſervations. © Deceit does not diſſolve the 


« Perjury, but binds it on the cloſer.” 
Fraus aſtringit, non diſſolvit, perjurium. Tully. 


It does not leſſen, but aggravates the Perjury, and makes it the 
more Criminal. But with what high Diſpleaſure the Almighty 
threatens to puniſh Perjured Perſons and the Defrauders of Man- 
kind, and none can be worſe than the Robbers of the Poor, we 
may find in Zech. v. 4. I will bring forth the Curſe, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts, and it ſhall enter into the Houſe of the Thief, and 
into the Houſe of him that fweareth falſely by my Name. Let me 
therefore exhort every Mayor of Newark, for his own Safety and 
Honour, as well as for the Benefit of this Town, often to reflect 
on the Oath, by which he is bound in expreſs Terms fo do Fuſtice 
to the Poor and to the Rich; let me exhort him ſeriouſly to conſider, 
how much not only his temporal, but his eternal Welfare is con- 
cerned in the ſtrict Obſervance of it, that is, in his Diſtribution 
of the Public Money entruſted to his Care with Punctuality and 
Fidelity; with Punctuality in reſpe& to the Times, which are 
appointed, and with Fidelity in reſpect to the Uſes, for which 
they were directed. The Wills of the Benefactors, and the 
Decrees of the Court of Equity, are his ſureſt Guides; let him 
conſult theſe with Candour, and act up to their Directions with 
Boldneſs; and he will be ſure to meet with Approbation from his 
own Conſcience, and Support from all good Men, and from God 
Himſelf. Let him not flatter himſelf with Protection from the 
Office, which he holds; the higher his Situation is, the more 


conſpicuous will be his Faults : | 
Tantò conſpectius in ſe 


Crimen habet, quantò Major, qui peccat, habetur, Juv. 
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And the more manifeſt his Miſcondu ſhall appear, the more eaſy 
will it be to collect a Number of Evidences againſt him, to con- 
vict him in a Court of Equity, and bring him to condign 
Puniſhment for the horrid Crime of Perjury. Let him not 
think, that the Donors intended, that their Money ſhould 
be accumulated for the Completion of Diſtant Projects, how 
beneficial ſoever they may ſeem; or their Benevolence ſhould be 
with-held from one Generation, in order to laviſh it with Pro- 
fuſion on another. Let him carefully remember, that a Number 
of Benefactions ought not to be diſtributed in a Lump or in a 
Day; but let a proper Officer be appointed to ſet down in 
Writing, ready for the Peruſal of any Pariſhioner, in what 
Manner, and on what Day, and to whom, each Donation, with 
the Name of the Donor, was given or applied, that no Miſtakes 
may be made to the Injury of the Needy, and that the Cha- 
racer of every Truſtee may ſtand clear of any Neglect, or Re- 
proach from the Inhabitants. If the Mayor ſhould ever diſpoſe 
of the Public Money otherwiſe than according to the Directions 
of the Decrees, or lodge it in any other Place than That, which 
They have appointed, he muſt be conſidered as Guilty of a 
ſhameful Breach of Truſt, and of having abſolutely ſet up his 
own Authority in Oppoſition to That of a Court of Equity; 
beſides, if the Public Money is intruſted to One private Hand, 


either by Order or Connivance, who can tell, whether it will not 


by the ſame Authority be paſſed into Other Hands, and ſo on? 
by which Means the Money may be either loſt, or wrongfully 
applied to other Purpoſes than were pretended; in either of 
which Caſes the Pariſhioners in General may be defrauded, and 
the Poor may ſtill remain in Want in the midſt of the Abundance 
bequeathed to them. It muſt be an Aggravation of ſuch a Man's 
Crime, that he cannot plead Ignorance in his Defence; for as the 
Keys of the Iron Cheſt within the Veſtry of the Church of Newark 
are kept by him during his Mayoralty, he cannot but know, to 
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what Purpoſe they were committed to his Care, and ſhould he 
abuſe his Truſt, no one can ſtand up to defend him, but at the 
Expence of his own Reputation. Let every Mayor therefore take 
particular Care, that he neither bears the Sword, nor keeps the 
Key, in vain, Rom. xii. 4. but that the Public Money may be 
depoſited in an Iron Cheſt according to the Decrees, till the Com- 
mon Good requires it to be diſburſed. It is the peculiar Province 
of the Mayor, eſpecially as a Truſtee, to be the Guardian of the 
Poor, to defend the Injured, to exerciſe his Power towards the 
Reſtoration of the Charities to their intended Purpoſes, and to re- 
form all Abuſes as far as he can; and when he lays down his 
Office, the Glory, which he has acquired, will not expire with 
it; it will continue with him, whilſt he remains in this Life, 
and will adorn him more ſplendidly in another to all Eternity. 

But if, after all his warmeſt Endeavours to diſcharge his Truſt 
with Fidelity, he finds himſelf unreaſonably or unjuſtly oppoſed 
by the other Truſtees, let him not give Way to them; let him 
{till preſerve his own Integrity unſhaken and uncorrupted, which 
will be to him as a Robe and a Diadem, Job xxix. 14. Rather 
let him ſtand Alone, though he cannot be ſo, whilſt God his 
Protector and Rewarder is with him, than be a mean or crafty 
Partaker of other Men's Iniquities, and join with them in their 
Diſhoneſty and in their Shame ; the more zealouſly he ſtrives to 
baffle the Projects of ill-judging or ill-deſigning Men, the larger 
Stock of Merit he will raiſe to himſelf, and be crowned at laſt 
with the more abundant Honour in the Kingdom of God. 

I ſhall take this Opportunity to exhort likewiſe the Four 
Churchwardens of Newark for the Time being, who lie under 
the ſame Obligation of an Oath to diſcharge their Offices 7ruly 
and faithfully, to diſpoſe of all the Charities committed to their 
Care in the Manner directed by the Decrees or by the ſeveral 
Benefactors; without being over-ruled by the unjuſt Sollicitations 
of Others, or over-influenced by any private Views of their Own, 


which, if unlawfully purſued, will only prove ſo many Snares 
to 
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to entangle them in Difficulties, deſtroy their Reputations, and 
involve them at laſt in Miſeries, from which they never can be 
releaſed. Let theſe Officers pay a higher Regard to their own 
Conſciences, their Oaths, and to the Weltare of their immortal 
Souls, than to any ſhort-lived Views of worldly Intereſt : For what 
is a Man profited, ſays our Saviour, if he ſhall gain the whole 


World, and loſe his own Soul? or what ſhall a Man give in Ex- 


change for his Soul? Matt. xvi. 26. Let them not be afraid to 


ſpeak their Sentiments freely, whenever the Cauſe of ſo many 


Inhabitants, eſpecially of the Poor and Helpleſs, is highly con- 
cerned. On thoſe important Occaſions let their Courage and their 
Wiſdom ſhine forth. By ſo laudable a Conduct they will acquire 
the Countenance and Aſſiſtance of the moſt worthy Part of the 
Pariſhioners, they will be ranked in the Number of the charitable 


Benefactors, by ſtanding up in Defence of their Charities, and at 


laſt receive a proportionate Degree of Felicity and Glory in an 
heavenly Kingdom. 

But that I may the more ſtrongly and fully remind the Church- 
wardens of their Duty, I ſhall give them the Opinion of the 
learned Dr. Prideaux in his own Words. 

« If any Churchwarden does not well huſband the Pariſh 
„Money, and does not employ it to the beſt Advantage for the 
« End intended, nor give a juſt and faithful Account of All at 
« laſt, he becomes guilty of the Breach of his Oath, and loads 
« his Soul with the heinous Guilt of Perjury.” 

And to theſe juſt Sentiments of Dr. Prideaux, I thought it 
very proper to add a few Lines out of that moſt wiſe, honeſt, and 
ſpirited Charge, delivered (in 1710) by a very pious, upright, 
and in every Reſpect moſt excellent Prelate, Dr. Fleetwood, at 
that Time Biſhop of St. A/aph, and afterwards Biſhop of Ely. 

„A Man cannot falſify his Truſt with more Injuſtice and 


«« Wickednels in any Inſtance, than in perverting and concealing 
the Legacies bequeathed by good People to the Benefit of 
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e Pariſhes and Charitable Uſes; nor does any thing ſo diſcourage 
ce the Living from deſigning and performing their good Works, 
* like the ſeeing the charitable Benefactions of the Deceaſed 
* abuſed or miſemployed, if not converted to private Uſes. 
« No Man therefore can exerciſe his Zeal or take Pains on a 


ce better Occaſion, than in ſeeing all ſuch Gifts and Legacies 


« employed and put to the Uſes intended by the Donors, and in 
detecting all ſuch Works of Darkneſs, as would fruſtrate and 
« make void the good Intentions of thoſe pious Benefactors.“ 
Having given my benevolent and friendly Advice to the Mayor 
and Churchwardens of this Pariſh, I ſhall, 34% and /aftly, ex- 
hort all of You, who are the Inhabitants, for your common 
Good, to ule all poſſible Care in making your Annual Choice of 
Churchwardens, who are inveſted with a large Share of Power 
in the Diſtribution of ſeveral Charities, particularly in One the 
molt Conſiderable left by Mr. Magnus. It highly becomes You 
to elect none into that Office but Perſons of eſtabliſhed Charac- 
ters, who have given conſtant Proofs of their Humanity and In- 
tegrity; who, according to the wiſe Directions of the Apoſtles 
in a ſimilar Caſe, are Men of honeſt Report, Acts vi. 3. It biaſſed 
by Connections or Party, or influenced by Views of private 
Intereſt, you are miſled to give your Vote or Aſſiſtance in the 
Choice of Men deficient in Religion, Honeſty or Ability, you 
lend an helping Hand towards defrauding the Rich, and ſtarving 
the Poor; you become acceſſary to their Crimes, and mult bear 
a Share of their Guilt. You may perhaps think yourſelves at 
Liberty to vote as you pleaſe in the Choice of the ſaid Officers; 
but remember, that you can never be juſtified in exerciſing your 
Power to bring deceitful and corrupt Men. into a Place of fo 


important a Nature, and to the Injury of ſo large a Pariſh. You 


may perhaps plead in Excuſe for Yourſelves, that ſuch an 
one, Bad as he may be, has been of Service to You, and therefore 


you are under a Kind of Neceſſity by Way of Return to ſerve 


Him. Gratitude is undoubtedly a moſt commendable and 
delightful 
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delightful Virtue, when it is exerted on all proper and juſt 


Occaſions ; but when it is exerciſed to the unhappy Prejudice 
of the Poor and Needy, and in Favour of the Unjuſt and 


Fraudulent, it is like opening a Door to a Thief or a Rob- 


ber to enter in, and plunder at Pleaſure. Let me therefore 
intreat all of you, for your own Reputation and Welfare, at 
the Time of chuſing the Four Churchwardens, to be in Readi- 
neſs, as One Man, with an honeſt Alacrity to oppoſe any At- 
tempts, which may be made by ill- principled Men to elect their 
Tools into the Office, or to thruſt themſelves into it, and to fix 
upon Others of the moſt unexceptionable Characters; that the 
Treaſure ariſing from all the Money of the Benefactors may 
not be hid as it were from the Pariſh in a private Hand; but 
that the ſaid Sums may be immediately diſtributed at the Time 
and for the Purpoſes already appointed, to ſupply the Exigencies 
of the Pariſh, and the Neceſſities of the Poor. By fo laudable 
an Union the Deſigns of the Crafty will be cruſhed at once, 
Factions and Animoſities will ceaſe, there will be 20 Complaining 
in your Streets; the Prayers of the Poor will follow you into 
the other World, where there will be no End of your Joys; 
when Chriſt, who addreſſes himſelf particularly to the Charitable, 
will pronounce that tranſporting Sentence, Come, ye bleſſed Children 
of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the 
Beginning of the World. 

To conclude, May every Donation bequeathed to This or 
any Other Pariſh be juſtly and ſeaſonably applied to the preſent 
Support and Comfort of the Needy, eſpecially in the preſent 
State of Public Diſtreſſes, to the Eternal Praiſe of every Faith- 
ful Truſtee, and to the Everlaſting Honour of every Noble- 
ſpirited Benefactor. 

Which God of his infinite Mercy grant, through His Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, Sc. &c. 


END of THE DISCOURSE. 
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B E N E F ACTIONS 


LEFT TO THE 


TOWN of NEWARK. 


8 I HOMAS MAGNUS, Archdeacon of the Eaſt 
R AY Riding in the Metropolitan Church of York, by 


an Indenture made in the 23d Year of the Reign 
of Henry the Eighth, left his Eſtates in Sandwa/k 
near Bilbrougbt in the County of York, and in 
Harvell, Everton, and Matterſey in the County of Notting- 
ham, and in Folkynham, Walcottys, Boylby, and Aflowby in 
the County of Lincoln, towards the Maintenance of a 
Grammar Schoolmaſter, a Song Schoolmaſter, and Singing 
Boys, to the Church Work of the Church of Newark, 
H or 
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or to ſome other Common Weal, as Need ſhall require; 


and the ſaid Thomas Magnus ordaineth, that none of the 
ſaid Schoolmaſters, for the Time being, ſhall be Religious 
or Beneficed Perſons, Officed, or Stipendiaries; but that they, 
the one teaching Grammar, and the other teaching Song, ſhall 
only ſerve, attend, and continue in the ſaid School, and at 
Newark, petſonally, unleſs they have any Impediment by Sick- 
neſs. The late Right Honourable the Earl of Hardwicke, in 
his Decree, kept as cloſely as he could in all Reſpects to the 
original Deſigns of Mr. Magnus, and of the two other con- 
fiderable Benefactors, Meſſrs. Brown and Philpot; but the 
Change of the Times made ſome Alterations very neceſſary. 
Firſt, with regard to Mr. Magnus s Charity, his Lordſhip Or- 
dered, Adjudged, and Decreed, That a Receiver of the Rents of 
the ſaid Magnus's Eſtates ſhould be choſen and appointed on 
the Monday in Whitſun Week, between the Hours of One and 
Two of the Clock in the Afternoon, in the Body of the 
Church of Newark, by the Vicar of the ſaid Church, the 
Mayor, the next Senior Alderman, and the Four Church- 
wardens, or the Major Part of them (the Vicar or the Mayor 


to be one); and that the ſaid Receiver be removeable at the 
Pleaſure of the ſaid Vicar, Mayor, next Senior Alderman, and 
the Four Churchwardens; and a new one to be appointed only 


on the Monday in Whitſun Week ; that the Receiver do pay 


what he ſhall receive into the Hands of the ſaid Four Church- 
wardens, within Eight Days after the Receipt thereof; and that 


ſuch Receiver do annually, on the 7th Day of January, between 
the Hours of Twelve and Two in the Afternoon, (unleſs the 
7th Day of Tanuary happen to be on a Sunday, then on the 
Monday following) paſs his Accounts in the Body of the 
Church of Newar&4, before the Vicar, the Mayor, the firſt 

Senior 
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Senior Alderman, and the Four Churchwardens for the Time 
being, or the Major Part of them (the Vicar or Mayor to be 
one); and that the Churchwardens, after the Payment of ſeve- 
ral Sums ſpecified in the ſaid Decree, do put the Reſidue of 
the Rents of the ſaid Premiſes into an Iron Cheſt, with Three 
Locks and Three Keys, to be kept in the Treaſury-Houſe in the 
Veſtry of the Church of Newark, and the ſame to remain in 
the ſaid Church, until the ſame ſhall amount to the Sum of 
Forty Pounds; one Key of the faid Cheſt to be kept by the 
Mayor, another by the Vicar, and the other Key by the Head 
Churchwarden choſen by the Town of Newark; and when the 
ſaid Money ſhall amount to the ſaid Sum of Forty Pounds, and 
afterwards upon increaſed Rents to the Sum of Twenty Pounds, 
the Town-Clerk of Newark ſhall cauſe Public Notice to be 
given on. a Sunday, immediately after Divine Service, of a 
Meeting to be had ſome Day within a Fortnight by the Vicar, 
Mayor, firſt Senior Alderman, and the Four Churchwardens, 
(whereof the Vicar or Mayor to be one) and the Majority of 
thoſe preſent to bind the reſt, for the Diſpoſition of ſuch Sur- 
plus or Reſidue, in the Body of the Church of Newark, be- 
tween the Hours of Twelve and Two in the Afternoon, 
either in repairing or beautifying the Church of Newark, or 
ſome other good Work or Works for the Common Good 
and Weal of the faid Town of Newark, as they ſhall think 
moſt neceſſary and convenient, and moſt agreeable to the Dona- 
tion and Intention of the ſaid Thomas Magnus; and that they 
cauſe ſuch Orders or Directions to be tranſcribed in a Book, 
and ſigned by them, and kept in the ſaid Iron Cheſt. 

It is further Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed, That when 
any Part of the ſaid Eſtate is to be lett on Leaſe, or other- 
wiſe, the Town-Clerk ſhall cauſe Public Notice to be given 
H 2 3 
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by the Pariſh-Clerk, on a Sunday immediately after Divine 
Evening Service, of the Time and Place of letting ſuch Eſtate, 
at leaſt Ten Days before letting the ſame, which muſt be in the 
Body of the Church of Newark, between the Hours of Twelve 
and Two, to the beſt Bidders: Provided that ſuch Perſon or 
Perſons ſhall be eſteemed by the Mayor, Three Senior Aldermen, 
the Vicar, and Four Churchwardens, or the Major Part (whereof 
the Vicar or Mayor to be one), to be capable of paying, or 


giving good Security to pay the Rent for the ſame: And in caſe | 


any Leaſe or Leaſes is or are agreed upon at the Time aforeſaid, 
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which are to be for no longer a Term than Twenty-one Years, 
ſuch Leaſe or Leaſes ſhall paſs under the Common Seal of the 
Corporation of Newark, and under the Hands and Seals of the 
Three Senior Aldermen, the Vicar, and the Four Churchwar- 
dens; and the Counterpart of ſuch Leaſe or Leaſes are ordered 
to be depoſited in the ſaid Iron Cheſt. 

Mr. Magnus's yearly Rent-Roll, as it was laid before me, 
is 396 J. 175. 8 d. 


Robert Brown, Eſq; late Alderman of the Guild of the 
Holy Trinity of the Church of Newark, and Conſtable of the 
Caſtle, in his Will, dated September 4, 1532, and in the 24th of 
the Reign of Henry the VIIIth, left his Eſtates at Newark, 
Northgate near Newark, Balderton and Coddington, for the 
Common Good of the Town of Newark: And purſuant to his 
Intention, the late Right Honourable the Earl of Hardwicke, 
when Lord High Chancellor, by his Decree appointed the Vicar 
of Newark, and the Mayor of Newark, whom He ſubſtituted 
in lieu of the Alderman of the Trinity Guild, to be the Truſtees, 
and no other; and empowered them to chuſe a Receiver of the 
Rents of the ſaid Mr. Brown's Eſtate on the Monday in Whitſup 
Week, between the Hours of One and Two in the Afternoon, 

in 
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in the Body of the Church of Newark ; and His Lordſhip like- 
wiſe Ordered, that ſuch Receiver be removeable at the Pleaſure 
of the ſaid Mayor and Vicar for the Time being, and a new 
Receiver to be only choſen on the Monday in Whitfſun Week, 
whereof Public Notice is to be given in the Church on the 
Sunday Fortnight before, immediately after Divine Service; and 
that ſuch Receiver do, within Eight Days next after the Re- 
ceipt of the Rents and Profits of the ſaid Premiſes, depoſit the 
Money in an Iron Cheſt with Three Keys, to be put and 
depoſited in the Treaſury-Room within the Veſtry of the 
Church of Newark ; one Key of the ſaid Iron Cheſt to be kept 
by the Vicar, another by the Mayor, and the third by the Re- 
ceiver for the Time being: And that ſuch Receiver do annually 
account for the Rents and Profits of the ſaid Premiſes on the 
Firſt Day of January, unleſs the ſaid Firſt Day of January ſhall 
happen on a Sunday; in that Caſe he is to account on the next 
Day, between the Hours of Nine and Ten of the Clock in the 
Forenoon, in the Body of the Church of Newark, before the 
faid Vicar and Mayor of Newark The Money ariſing from the 
faid Rents is to be annually difpoſed of, and applied towards the 
Reparation of the Church of Newark, or ſuch other good Works 
for the Common Weal of the ſaid Town, as they ſhall think 
proper, and moſt agreeable to the Donation and Intention 
of the ſaid Robert Brown, who in his Will recommended 
any good Works to be done in the Town of Newark, as 
mending the Highways; but if the ſaid Truſtces diſagree, or 
either of them be abſent, then the firſt Senior Alderman, and 
the Two Churchwardens choſen by the Town are to be called 
in, and the Majority to bind the reſt. His Lordſhip likewiſe 
Ordered, that the Receiver ſhall cauſe the Directions of the 
Perſons aforeſaid, touching the Application of the faid Rents, 
to be tranſcribed into a Book, and to be ſigned by the ſaid 
N Perſons, 
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Perſons, and depoſited in the ſaid Cheſt ; and that before any 
Part of the ſaid Premiſes ſhall be lett on Leaſe or otherwiſe, the 
Town-Clerk of Newark ſhall cauſe Public Notice to be given 
by the Pariſh-Clerk on a Sunday, in the Church of Newark, 
immediately after Divine Evening Service, of the Time and 
Place of letting fuch Eſtate, at leaſt Ten Days before letting the 
ſame, in the Body of the Church of Newark, between the 
Hours of Twelve and One of the Clock of the Day appointed, 
to the Perſon or Perſons, who ſhall offer the moſt Rent for the 
ſame, and capable of paying, or giving good Security for the 
Payment of the Rents thereof; and if either the ſaid Mayor or 
Vicar ſhall be abſent, ſuch of them as ſhall be preſent are to call 
in the firſt Senior Alderman, and Two of the Churchwardens of 
Newark for the Time being, who were choſen by the Pa- 
riſhioners; and when any Leaſe or Leaſes of the ſaid Premiſes 
is or are lett, which is to be for no longer a Term than Twenty- 
one Years, that ſuch Leaſe or Leaſes do paſs under the Common 
Seal of the Corporation of Newart, and under the Hand and 
Seal of the Mayor or the Vicar for the Time being; and that 
the Counterpart of ſuch Leaſe or Leaſes be depoſited in the 
ſaid Cheſt. 

The yearly Rent-Roll of Mr. Brown's Eſtate, as laid before 
me, is 178/. 18s. 6d. 


Mr. William Philpot, Merchant at Newark, by his Will dated 
March 18, 15 56, and 3d and 4th of Philip and Mary, left his 
Eſtates at Newark, North Miuſtbam, Stoke, and Holme Meadows, 
towards the Maintenance of an Alms-houſe, and other chari- 
table Uſes ſpecified in the Decree of the late Right Honourable 
the Earl of Hardwicke; where amongſt other Orders. it was 
Decreed, that Twelve ſkilful and honeſt Men, paying to the 
Church and Poor, and Inhabitants of Newark, ſhould be 

| choſen 


k 


E 
choſen by the Mayor and Aldermen, and by the Vicar and Two 
Commoners, in the Body of the Church of Newark, on the 
Second Day of Auguſt, at the Hour of One of the Clock in the 
Afternoon, to be aiding and aſſiſting in the paſfliag the Ac- 
counts of the Rents and Profits of the ſaid Charity Eſtate, 
during their reſpective Lives, or until they ſhall ceaſe to be 
reſident in the ſaid Town. The Mayor and Aldermen are to 
elect Two Commoners out of Four to be nominated by the 
Town. It was Decreed, that no Leaſe be granted of the ſaid 
Eſtate without the Privity or Conſent of the Mayor and Alder- 
men, or the Major Part of them; and that before any Part of 
the ſaid Eſtate ſhall be lett on Leaſe, or otherwiſe, the Town- 
Clerk of Newark ſhall cauſe Public Notice to be given on a 
Sunday in the Church, immediately after Divine Evening Ser- 
vice, of the Time and Place of letting ſuch Eſtate, at leaſt 
Ten Days before the letting of the ſame. The ſaid Eſtate is 
always to be lett in the Body of the Church, between the Hours 
of Twelve and Two of the Clock of the Day appointed for 
letting the ſame, to the Perſon or Perſons, that ſhall bid moſt 
for the ſame, capable of paying, or giving good Security to pay 
the fame. That the Sum of Five Pounds given by Mr. Philpot 
ſhall be laid out by the Surveyors of the Highways, in ſuch 
Places as ſhall be approved by the Mayor, Three Senior Alder- 
men, the Vicar, the Two Commoners, or the Major Part; and 
that they annually meet in the Body of the Church of Newark 
on Eaſter Tueſday, at the Hour of One of the Clock in the 
Afternoon. That, upon Notice to be given for the Space of 
one whole Week before the Chamberlain's depoſiting the Sur- 
plus remaining after a Deduction of the ſeveral Payments, they 


do put ſuch Surplus, with the Privity, and in the Preſence of 
the Mayor, the Vicar, and the Senior Churchwardens of the 


Church 
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Church of Newark, into an Iron Cheſt, to be depoſited in the 
Treaſury-Room within the Veſtry of the ſaid Pariſh, with Four 
Locks and Keys; one Key to be kept by the Mayor, another 
by the Vicar, and the others by the Senior Churchwardens. 
That the Chamberlains of the ſaid Town ſhall paſs their Ac- 
counts on the Eighth Day of January every Year, unleſs the 
ſame ſhall happen on a Sunday, and then the Day following, in 
the Church of Newark, between the Hours of One and Three 
of the Clock in the Afternoon, before and with the Approbation 
of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Vicar of the Church, and before 
and with the Approbation of the ſaid 'T'wo Commoners, and the 
Twelve Men, or the Major Part preſent, and that they ſign the 
ſame, and that the ſaid Accounts be delivered unto the Church- 
wardens, and be entered in the Pariſh Books. Laſtly, That 
after ſeveral Augmentations of Salaries and Stipends, the Surplus 
is annually to be laid out in ſuch Manner, and at ſuch Times, 
and by ſuch Perſons as ſhall be agreed upon, and conſented 


unto, by the Mayor, Aldermen, and Two Commoners, or the 


Major Part, as ſhall by them be adjudged to be moſt agreeable 
to the Intent of the ſaid Mr. Philpot, and for the Common Good 
of the Town of Newark. And that the ſaid Meeting for 
directing the Diſpoſition of the ſaid Surplus be annually on the 
Second of January every Year, unleſs it ſhall happen on a Sunday, 
then on the next Day, between the Hours of Twelve and Two, 
in the Body of the Church of Newark. 

Here it may be neceſſary to ſet forth, what was the Intent of 
Mr. Ph:/pot, and what He judged to be the moſt conducive to 
the Common Good, which I ſhall explain to you from the 
Words of his own Will. If there ſhall be any Thing ſpared, 
„ will, that the ſaid Money ſo ſpared, and left, ſhall be em- 
« ployed and taken towards the Tenths and Fifteenths, or other 

« like 
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te like Charges of the ſaid Town, as the moſt Need ſhall require.” 
By the Words Tenths and Fifteenths, uſed in former Days, we 
are either to underſtand the Tenth and Fifteenth Part of the 
Value, which had been anciently fixed upon every City, Hundred, 
Town, and Village; or, as others apprehend, the Tenths and 
Fifteenths of every Man's Perſonal Eſtate, according to a reaſon- 
able Valuation: But in what Senſe ſoever we take the Words, 
the plain Meaning of Mr. Philpot ſeems to be this; That the 
Taxes, Aſſeſſments, and other like Charges, with which the 
Town of Newark may be burthened, ſhould by the Application 
of his Rents be leſſened or taken off, eſpecially in thoſe Articles, 
where the Load lies the heavieſt upon the Inhabitants; or, in 
his own Words, „as the moſt Need ſhall require.” 


The yearly Rent-Roll of Mr. Philpot's Eſtate, as laid before 
me, is 166/. 75. 


I ſhall proceed to exhibit to the Inhabitants of Newark ap 
Extract from the Anſwer of the Mayor and Aldermen, ſworn 
May 28, 1733, touching other Eſtates, than thoſe of Magnus, 
Brown, and Pbilpot, as it has been publiſhed by a nameleſs 
Author, who had Committed a groſs Miſtake with regard to 
One Charity, and Omitted to ſet forth T'wo Others; of which 
more hereafter. | 


THE Mayor and Aldermen by their Anſwer ſay, They be- 
lieve that Anthony Foſter by his Will, dated February 23, 
1 Queen E/:z. deviſed all his Lands in Meryn Clhje in Newark 
to the then Alderman and Aſſiſtants, and their Succeſſors, upon 
Truſt to apply the Rents thereof for the Aſſiſtance of ſuch poor 
Perſons as ſhould be viſited with the Plague; which ſaid Rents 


the Defendants Predeceſſors, in their corporate Capacity, have, 
; 1 as 


11 
as often as Need required, expended for ſuch Uſes, and they in 
their corporate Capacity are willing to lay out the ſame, when 
any ſuch Affliction ſhall happen. 

San, That Nicholas Earl of Scarſdale, by Indenture dated the 
26th of Auguſt 1679, in Confirmation of his Grandfather's 
Gift, granted to the Alderman and Aſſiſtants 10 J. per Annum 
for ever, in Truſt to be paid to the Vicar for preaching two 


Sermons yearly on the Feaſt Days of St. Thomas and Good 


Friday, which they ſay the Vicar has conſtantly received. 


San, That in the Year 1619, Chapman by his Will gave to- 


the Alderman and Aſſiſtants, and the Vicar of Newark, and 
their Succeſſors, one Houſe in Appleton-gate, upon Truſt that 
two Bays of Stone Building next the Church-yard, being Part of 
the ſaid Houſe, ſhould be repaired out of the Rents ariſing of 
other Part of the ſaid Houſe; and after the ſaid two Bays were 


repaired and divided into convenient Rooms, Four poor Widows + 


ſhould be placed therein, and the Rents, after ſuch Repairs from 
other Part of the ſaid Houſe, ſhould be paid towards their 
Maintenance: And ſay, That the Rents of the faid Houſe were 
not ſufficient to keep the ſaid two Bays, and the reſt of the 
ſaid Houſe in Repairs; and that about fifteen Years ago the 
fame became wholly ruinous, and rather than fink the ſaid 
Charity by Rebuilding, they have ſince the: Decay thereof 
placed Four poor Widows in other Houſes belonging to the ſaid 


Mayor and Aldermen in their corporate Capacity, and have 
always paid weekly to Two of the ſaid poor Widows Six- pence 


a- piece, being more than the annual Rents of the ſaid decayed 
Houſes; and that they have ſince rebuilt a Houſe on the 


Ground, where the ſaid decayed Premiſes ſtood, which has 


colt them above Two Hundred Pounds. 


Sap, 


: * 


{ſt ” 
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San, That William Bethell by Indenture, dated the 2 3d of 
October, in the ninth Year of King James, gave Ten Pounds 
to the Alderman and Aſſiſtants to be placed at Intereſt; and 
out of the Intereſt thereof, Six Shillings and Eight-pence 
yearly to be paid to the Vicar of the ſaid Town for preaching 
a Sermon once a Year, and Thirteen Shillings and Four-pence 
to be diſtributed yearly amongſt the Poor of the ſaid Town; and 
that they have conſtantly paid Thirteen Shillings and Four-pence 
yearly to the Poor, and 1/7. 65s. 8 d. to the Vicar for preaching 
a Sermon on the Epiphany, and apprehend that the ſaid 6s. 8 d. 


mentioned in this Charity is included in the 1. 6s. 8 d. and 


that Money being Ten Pounds per Cent. per Ann. when this 
Charity was founded, they have paid the like Intereſt ever 


ſince; but ſubmit, whether they ought for the future to pay 


more than legal Intereſt, and in what Proportions the ſaid 
Vicar and Poor ought to make an Abatement of the ſaid 
Charity. 

San, That Hercules Clay by his Will, dated the 11th of 
December 1694, gave to the Mayor and Alderman One Hun- 
dred Pounds, to be placed at Intereſt by the Vicar's Conſent 
for the ſaid Vicar's Benefit, to preach a Sermon on the 11th 
of March; and gave One Hundred Pounds, to be out at 
Intereſt by the ſaid Mayor and Aldermen, for the Benefit 
of the Poor of the ſaid Town, to be paid yearly on the ſaid 
iith of March, which hath been conſtantly paid, and till 
of late at the Rate of Six Pounds per Cent. 

San, That John Lilly by Indenture of Feoffment, dated 
the 19th of December 1623, enfeoffed Robert Outram and 


Lancelot Thompſon in a Meſſuage called Bathley-grange in 


Bathley, in Truſt for the ſaid Alderman and Aſſiſtants and 
I 2 their 
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their Succeſſors, to be diſpoſed among the poor Children 
working in the Jerſey School, and in Default of ſuch School 
to be applied towards the Relief of the Poor of the faid 
Town; and that the faid Rents are diſpoſed of accordingly, 
either among the poor Children in the ſaid School, or Poor in 
the ſaid Town. 

San, That John Fohnſon by his Will, dated the 22d of 
October 1655, gave a Rent-Charge of Five Pounds per Annum, 
for the Uſe of Fifty of the pooreſt and ancient Widowers and 
Widows of Newar#, to be paid yearly to the Mayor or Church- 
wardens on the 2oth of December, and diſtributed the Day 
after. And gave four Cottages in Pariſb-Lane in Newark, to 
be for ever enjoyed by four old Widows, to be therein placed 
in Succeſſion by the Appointment of the ſaid Mayor and Alder- 
men; and willed, that John Johnſon, his Heirs and Aſſigns, 
ſhould for ever after, out of certain Lands deviſed to him by 
the ſaid Will, uphold and repair the ſaid four Cottages; and 
gave Forty Pounds to be beſtowed in Plate for the Public Uſe 
and Credit of the ſaid Corporation; and Fifty Pounds, the 
Intereſt whereof was yearly to be employed towards the moſt 
neceſſary Repairs of the Church Windows in Newark. And 
the ſaid Defendants ſay, they have diſtributed the ſaid Five 
Pounds accordingly, and paid out the Intereſt of the faid 
Fifty Pounds towards Repairs of the Church Windows; and 
that although they cannot find the Lands mentioned in the 
ſaid Will to repair the ſaid four Cottages, yet they have for 


ſeveral Years repaired the ſame out of the Profits of the Corpo- 
ration Eſtates. 


San, That William Watſon and Emma his Wife by Inden- 


ture, dated the 21ſt of May 1657, granted a Rent-Charge of 
Twenty 
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Twenty Shillings per Ann. to the faid Mayor and Aldermen, 
and their Succeſſors, for the Vicar to preach a Sermon on the 
25th of December, which the Vicar has always received of 
the Owner of the ſaid Eſtate. 

San, That John Martin by Deed or Will, bearing Date the 
14th of March 1663, gave the Uſe of Fifty Pounds to be 
paid to the ſaid Mayor and Aldermen to be laid out in Coals, 
and diſtributed by them yearly at Chriſimas; and for many 
Years ſay they have added Fifty Shillings thereto. 

San, That Emma Watſon by her Will, dated the 8th of 
December 1675, gave unto the Mayor and Aldermen Fifty 
Pounds, to be put out at Intereſt to be diſpoſed of in buying 
of Coals or Corn for the poor People at their Diſcretion, which 
they have yearly laid out at the Rate of Six Pounds per Cent. 

San, That Richard Lamb by his Will gave the Poor Twenty- 
five Shillings per Annum to be paid to the Mayor, Church- 
wardens and Overſeers on the 2oth of December, to be 
diſtributed in Coals amongſt the Houſe-keepers, and which 


they have yearly received and paid accordingly. 


San, That Henry Stones by his Will, dated the 6th of July 
1688, pave to ſeveral Truſtees Fourteen Hundred Pounds to be 
laid out in Lands for the Uſe of the Corporations of Newark 
and Lincoln, for the Employment of the poor Inhabitants of 
the ſaid Corporations; one Moiety of the ſaid Fourteen Hundred 
Pounds to be ſettled for the Uſe of the Ter/ey School in 
Newark, and the firſt five Years Profits of the ſame to be 
employed in building a Work-houſe in Newark; and if the 
ſaid Moiety, being Seven Hundred Pounds, was not ſettled, and. 
always employed to the Uſe of the ſaid Work-houſe or Jerſey 
School, that then the Corporation of Lincoln ſhould enter 

upon 
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upon the ſaid Lands, and hold the ſame to the Uſe of their 
Jerſey School; and the ſaid Defendants ſay they have always 
received and paid the yearly Profits of the ſaid Seven Hundred 
Pounds towards the building and employing a Fer/ſey School as 
aforeſaid. 

San, That Lady Frances Leak by her Will, dated the 23d 
of December 1690, gave One Hundred Pounds to the Uſe of 
the Poor, and Two Hundred Pounds to be in Plate for the 
Communion-Table ; and ſay they have received the ſaid 1001. 
and diſtributed the Intereſt accordingly, and laid out the laid 
Two Hundred Pounds in Communion Plate. 

San, That Thomas White, late Lord Biſhop of Peterborough, 
by his Will, dated ſome Time in the Year 1690, gave to the 
Poor of Newark Two Hundred and Forty Pounds yearly, to be 
laid out in Lands, and Ten Pounds yearly to be paid out of the 
| Rents thereof to the ſaid Poor for ever, and the Remainder to 
the Vicar, for his Pains in diſtributing of the ſame, which he 
directed ſhould be made once every Year on the 14th of De- 
cember by the ſaid Vicar in the Church Porch, in the Preſence of 
the Churchwardens and Overſeers of the Poor, among twenty 
poor Families, or Perſons of forty Years of Age, equally Huſ- 
band and Wife one Perſon, who ſhould before the receiving 
diſtinctly repeat the Lord's Prayer, the Apoſtles Creed, and the 
Ten Commandments, without miſſing one Word; and no one 
ſhould receive the ſaid Charity twice, till all the Poor of the 
ſaid Pariſh had received it once, that the Advantage thereby 
might ſpread as far as poſſible, and deſired the Vicar to diſtri- 
bute the ſame; and the ſaid Defendants admit, that the Mayor 
and Aldermen have received, and laid out the Two Hundred 


and Forty Pounds in a Purchaſe of Lands at Be/{horpe and 
Girtong 


I 


I 


E 


Girton, and have always paid the Charity, excluſive of Taxes, 
into the Vicar's Hands, to be diſpoſed of by him accordingly.. 

San, That Anthony Collingwood by his Will, dated the 8th of 
March 1678, deviſed unto the ſaid Mayor and Aldermen his 
Lands at Farndon and Allington, in Truſt for the ſaid Vicar, 
to maintain Prayers in the Church twice every Day; and gave 
his Houſe in Stodmen-/treet to the ſaid Mayor and Aldermen 
for ever, to the Uſe of the Corporation, ¶ Here the Writer of the 
Extract, or the Corporation, were miſtaken ; for according to the 
Account, which I had from York, the ſaid Houſe in Stodman- 
ſtreet was only given in Truſt to the Mayor and Aldermen for 
the Uſe of the Poor] and his Houſe in Carter-gate, to the faid 
Mayor and Aldermen to ſupport the Fabrick of the Church ; 
and fay they have always applied the Rents of the ſaid Lands 
to the Charities founded by the ſaid Will. 

San, That Thomas Summers by his Will, dated the 1ſt of 
Auguſt 1705, charged his Lands at Car/ton, and the Meſſuage 
he then lived in in Newark, with Five Hundred Pounds, to the 
faid Mayor and Aldermen, to purchaſe Lands,. and out of the 
Produce to pay weekly to the five Bead-men in Newark One 
Shilling each for ever, and the Surplus to be given among the 
Poor on every Second of February; and ſay they have laid out. 
the ſaid Five Hundred Pounds in Lands at Jet and Eaſt- 
Laughton, formerly Fifty-five Pounds per Annum, but now only 
Forty-ſeven Pounds Ten Shillings, and have added thereto Five 
Hundred and Fifty Pounds of their own Money in the ſaid Pur- 
chaſe, and duly diſtributed One Shilling-a Week among the ſaid- 
3ead-men; and the Surplus Rents proportionable to the ſaid. 
Five Hundred Pounds, in cloathing Thirty-four Boys yearly,. 


which are educated at the as: hon which the ſaid 
Defendants 
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Defendants do not apprehend to be any Miſapplleation of the 


The two following Charities, left by Will in 1729 and 1739, 
were omitted by the Writer of the ſaid Extract in 1748; for 
what Reaſon I cannot pretend to ſay. 


Mr. Hobman, formerly Town-Clerk of Newar+, left in the 
Year 1729 the Sum of Fifty Pounds in Truſt to the Mayor and 
Aldermen, the Intereſt whereof was to be diſtributed for the 
Uſe of the Poor. 

Mrs. Eleanor Douglas in 1739 left One Hundred Pounds to 
the Mayor and Aldermen in Truſt, that the Intereſt thereof 
ſhould be employed in the fame Charity with the Legacy 
given to the ſaid Corporation by her late Brother Thomas Sum- 
mers, as an Augmentation thereto. 


